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Welcome to the Autumn edition of the ACGC Connect
quarterly newsletter. Autumn always seems like a time
when ACGC starts the year afresh, and ACGC staff and
the new and returning board members are excited about
connecting with our member organizations through the
many exciting events, activities, consultations, and opportunities in the coming months.
To kick off our Autumn season, ACGC hosted a wonderful 2016 Annual Conference in Edmonton increasing
our capacity, networking within the sector, and sharing
our sector’s stories with Albertans in order to engage
more people as Global Citizens. As always, I come away
from the annual conference feeling invigorated by the
energy within our sector, humbled by the amazing work
done by our members and their Southern partners, and
excited to get to work on our shared initiatives. A week
following the Annual Conference, I took that invigorated
energy with me to Ottawa for meetings with Global Affairs staff, Ministerial staff, and meetings with government
and sector representatives. I was able to bring Alberta
perspectives to the Nation’s capital, emphasizing that
while Alberta civil society is thrilled with the consultations and new found spirit of partnership we are currently witnessing with the new Federal Government, Albertans and Alberta organizations are ready to get to work
and move towards action. It’s time for results and Albertan organizations are ready!
Looking forward, ACGC has several exciting projects
being planned for the coming months. As you’ll see in
the newsletter, ACGC has launched its 2017 Top 30
Under 30 magazine call for nominations and we will be
selecting 30 amazing young people to profile during International Development Week in February. We will be
launching the Magazine in Calgary and look forward to
seeing you all there. We will also be hosting networking
events and capacity building opportunities over the coming months, so stay tuned to the website and the biweekly e-bulletins that should be coming to your inbox.
Finally, I want to highlight an exciting change for our sector. During the summer, as a direct result of ACGC
advocacy efforts, the Alberta Provincial Government,

through Alberta Culture and Tourism, has reinstated international development funding to the 2008 level of $1.5
million. ACGC would like to extend the warmest thankyou to Minister Ricardo Miranda for taking this important
step to ensuring Alberta’s place on the world stage is
maintained and increased in the coming years.
We are excited about the possibilities looking to the coming months and we look forward to finding innovative
ways to work with government, civil society, and our
members to achieve the goal of reduced inequality and a
peaceful and healthy world with dignity and full participation for all.
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ACGC Annual Conference took place on September 16th
and 17th at the University of Alberta, in Edmonton. This
year the conference was titled “A World of Opportunity:
Are you Ready? ” with reference to the change of perspectives in Canada and the renewed engagement of the government in international development and cooperation and
the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development at the international levels. The idea behind the adoption of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and
the 17 goals, including 169 targets, is to reach a sustainable
world that leaves no one behind. While all the 17 goals are
equally important, the annual conference addressed two
goals in particular, Goal 5 that addresses gender equality
and the empowerment of all women and girls and Goal 13
on the necessity to take urgent action to combat climate
change and its impacts.
Without any doubts, those goals are paramount to achieving a sustainable future and some urgent actions need to be
taken in order to ensure their implementation. The Annual
Conference addressed those issues through dynamic and
engaging presentations, panels and workshops. The conference opened with a panel on gender equality moderated by
Deputy Minister Kim Armstrong. Joining via Skype, Adriana Benjumea, the Executive Director of Corporacion Humanas from Colombia addressed the many challenges
women had to face during the Colombian armed conflict
and the many hurdles that are still remaining for women to
access justice and for an inclusive participation in the peace
negotiation process. Ms. Harneet Chahal shared her experience on her researches in Pakistan in rural communities
about the access of women to reproductive and maternal
health services and Ms. Wendy Fehr, president of Cause
Canada, discussed about the work of her organization and
how they ensure that women are empowered through
their projects.
The second panel was moderated by Ms. Aleah Loney,
ACGC Board member and a youth representative on the
Canadian delegation at COP20 and COP21. Ms. Crystal
Lameman, Treaty Coordinator from the Beaver Lake Cree
Nation, addressed the disproportionate effects of climate
change on indigenous women. Ms. Brownen Tucker, who
was part of the Canadian delegation at COP 21 shared her
experience and her knowledge regarding the main elements of the Paris Agreement and its implementa-

tion. MLA Shaye Anderson shared the Government of Alberta’s perspective on climate change and environment
protection and how civil society can engage with the government efforts on climate mitigation. Mr. Randolph Haluza
-Delay, sociology professor at The King’s University addressed environmental justice and how climate change affects distinct populations differently.
The third panel dealt with the implementation and monitoring of projects. The panel, moderated by Ms. Noelle
Jaipaul, introduced Mr. Rob Malli, Chief Officer and Vice
President at the Edmonton International Airport and Julio

The 2016 Annual Conference took place at the Telus International Center at the University of Alberta in Edmonton.
ACGC would like to thank the University of Alberta international’s Global Education program for offering this wonderful space for this event.

Espinoza, monitoring evaluation and learning advisor for
Oxfam America who discussed the strategies of implementation and the measurement of results of such initiatives. Following the panel, participants discussed the conference themes and the many challenges related to their
implementation.
This year’s conference was truly inspiring and provided an
opportunity for participants to share their ideas, objectives
and their work. We thank all the participants, panelists and
volunteers for joining us! We truly believe that we have the
opportunity to leave no one behind.

portance for girls to benefit from role models
and mentors in their community. Overall, Dr.
Alaa Murabit’s speech was highly inspiring and
was a testimony to her dedication and passion to
improve women’s rights in Canada and abroad.

About Dr. Murabit

ACGC was pleased to welcome Dr. Alaa Murabit, a UN Sustainable Development Goals Advocate, to Edmonton on September 16th, in order
to share her experience championing for the inclusion and effective participation of women at all
levels of decision making,
Dr. Murabit’s began her visit to Edmonton at
John D. Bracco Junior High School, where a class
of newcomer students graciously shared their
poetry with her. Dr. Murabit then addressed a
crowd of over 250 grade 9 students, discussing
importance for girls to participate and be leaders
in their communities. Dr. Murabit had the opportunity to address the Women in Medicine and
Surgery Association at the University of Alberta,
where she spoke about her journey as a female
physician and the many challenges that come
with the title of a doctor as a women.
Dr. Murabit’s last presentation of the day took
place at the University of Alberta where she gave
a very compelling and passionate keynote
presentation in front of an audience of several
hundreds of Albertans. She addressed various
questions on women’s rights and on achieving
sustainable development. She stressed the importance of achieving all the sustainable development goals and emphasized the fact that if any
goal is left out, a sustainable future would be
unachievable. As a women’s rights advocate, Dr.
Murabit emphasized the importance of achieving
Goal 5, which is to achieve gender equality and
empower all women and girls. She also mentioned the many challenges Canada has to overcome to achieve gender equality and the im-

Dr. Murabit was born in Saskatchewan and
moved to Libya when she was 15 years old to
start her medical studies. The upbringing of the
Libyan Revolution in 2011 provided her and the
Libyan women with an opportunity to take active
part in the political decision making. Dr. Murabit
made the most of this favorable context for
women's inclusion and created the Voice of Libyan Women (VLW) which focuses on improving
the political participation and the economic empowerment of women in Libya and is active in
advocating against gender based violence. Since
the creation of VLW, Dr. Murabit has been active in advocating for inclusion of women in
peace building process and participation of women in leadership positions. She has been appointed as the UN Sustainable Development Goals
Global Advocate and is the UN WHO High Level Commissioner for Health Employment and
Economic Growth, she is also Director’s Fellow
at the MIT Media Lab.

Missed the presentation?
Download a podcast of
Dr. Alaa Murabit’s
presentation on ACGC
website!

From May 18th to July 31st 2016, Minister of International
Development and La Francophonie, Marie-Claude Bibeau,
held the international assistance review and consultation
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ties for remote participation, had an online survey for our
members, and participated in two high-level consultations
hosted by Global Affairs Canada (GAC), including partnering with GAC on their high-level consultation in Calgary

focusing on the topic responding to humanitarian assistance
and the needs of displaced persons. Using the feedback
gathered from our members, ACGC contributed to the
International Assistance Review in three ways: ACGC
wrote our own submission summarizing the recommendations from our members, contributed to the Inter-Council
Network submission, and contributed to the Canadian
Council for International Cooperation submission. In addition to topic specific recommendations, ACGC's submission outlines 5 key recommendations that Canada's international cooperation should adhere to:

Domestic and international leader in the realization
of the SDGs. All of Canada's international development work should be underpinned by the SDG
framework and integrate all the economic, social,
and environmental pillars of the 2030 Agenda

Sustainable development based in long-term relationships with local communities

Partnership, rights, and solidarity-based development
with updated language

Increased and diversified development funding that is
decoupled from trade goals

Integrated whole-of-Government and whole-ofCanada collaborations for sustainable development.
You can view the entire submission, along with the ICN
and CCIC submission on our website. ACGC is awaiting
information regarding when results of the consultation will
be released.

Ainembabazi Children’s Project ˑ Alberta Teachers’ Association ˑ Altamas for Peace and Development Association ˑ Bow Valley College, International Education ˑ Bridges of Hope International
Network of Development Agencies ˑ Calgary
Board of Education Global Learning Program ˑ
Cameroonian Canadian Foundation ˑ Canada
World Youth ˑ Canadian Association for Participatory Development ˑ Canadian Centre for Ethnomusicology ˑ Canadian Humanitarian Organization
for International Reliefˑ Canadian Moravian Mission
Society ˑ Canadian Peacemakers International ˑ
Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan ˑ
CAUSE Canada ˑ CEIBA Association ˑ Centre for
Affordable Water and Sanitation Technology
(CAWST)ˑ Centre for Global Citizenship Education and Research ˑ Change for Children Association ˑ D. Keith MacDonald Foundation ˑ Development and Peace, Caritas Canada ˑ Edmonton Public School Board ˑ Engineers Without Borders–
Calgary City Chapter ˑ Four Worlds Center for
Development Learning ˑ Global Education Program, University of Alberta ˑ Human Development
Foundation ˑ John Humphrey Centre for Peace and
Human Rights ˑ Junior Global Citizen Club ˑ
Keiskamma Canada Foundation ˑ Light Up the
World Foundation ˑ MacEwan University International ˑ Mahatma Gandhi Canadian Foundation for

ACGC can be contacted at:

World Peace ˑ Marda Loop Justice Film Festival ˑ
Mennonite Central Committee Alberta ˑ Micah
Centre, The King’s University ˑ Nafasi Opportunity
Society ˑ One Child's Village ˑ One! International
Poverty Relief ˑ Operation Eyesight Canada ˑ Optometry Giving Sight ˑ Rainbow for the Future ˑ
Rainbow of Hope for Children ˑ ReadAfrica ˑ Rotary District 5370 ˑ Sahakarini Inter-World Education & Development Association ˑ Samaritan's
Purse Canada ˑ Sinkunia Community Development
Organization ˑ Somali-Canadian Education & Ru-

ACGC Connect is undertaken with the financial support of the Government of
Canada provided through Global Affairs Canada
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ral Development Organization (SCERDO) ˑ Sombrilla International Development Society ˑ Sustainable East African Education & Development Society
of Alberta (SEEDS)ˑ Trebi Kuma Ollennu Foundation for Community Development ˑ United Nations Association in Canada ˑ Women's Empowerment International Foundation ˑ

