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Building Opportunities
and Moving Forward
The first signs of spring have arrived, and with it, our Spring
2016 issue of the ACGC Connect newsletter for members!
Things have been quite busy here at ACGC over the winter. Our
continued work related to the new Sustainable Development
Goals, our increased government relations activities, and our
public engagement work with International Development Week
have kept all the staff at ACGC very active.
Recently, I had the opportunity to attend a dinner in Ottawa
with Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and the UN Secretary
General Ban Ki-moon along with Executive Directors from
the British Columbia and Atlantic Councils. There was a true
sense of collaboration at the event, and the invitation itself
signalled a very different way that our new federal government
is moving forward by renewing relationships with civil society.
The Executive Directors of the Inter-Council Network were
also invited to Ottawa in January to deliver a presentation to
the staff of Global Affairs Canada (the new name for the former
Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development) on what
the Provincial Councils do and how Global Affairs Canada can
engage with Canadian civil society through the Council networks.
While we were in Ottawa, the Executive Directors also met with
the Parliamentary Secretary for International Development to
highlight the important role Civil Society Organizations play in
meeting Canada’s obligations and priorities around the globe and
in engaging Canadians at home.
In terms of provincial government outreach, ACGC along with
some of our members had a very positive meeting with Culture and
Tourism Minister David Eggen in December. We presented four
recommendations: an immediate reinstatement of Community
Initiatives Program funding to the previous level of $1.58 million,
with an increase to $5 million once the economy stabilizes;
implementation of a 15% cost-sharing protocol allowing in-kind
contributions, rather than a 1:1 ratio; elimination of the $25,000
funding limit per organization per year to allow for multi-year
and multi-project funding; and the creation of a pilot advisory
council to act as a sounding board for government. We have been
working on an outline for what the advisory council would look
like, and will be moving further into discussions on that aspect.
In March, we will meet with the new Minister of Culture and
Tourism, Minister Ricardo Miranda, to continue to develop the
relationship between ACGC, our members, and the Provincial
Government. We are also developing a stronger relationship
with International and Intergovernmental Relations, and have
delivered presentations and resources to them over the past few
months on the new Sustainable Development Goals.
As well, the 2015 United Nations Climate Change Conference,
also known as COP 21, took place in Paris in December, and ACGC
Board Member Aleah Loney attended as part of a Canadian Youth
Delegation. In this issue of the Connect, you can read about her
experiences and a summary of the outcomes of this important
conference after the ratification of the Sustainable Development
Goals in September 2015.
International Development Week followed from February 7 –
13, 2016, during which time we reached over 38,000 Albertans
directly and more than 400,000 indirectly through projects like
our Top 30 Under 30 Magazine, which saw a four-fold increase
in readership this year. This year’s Magazine Launch took place
at Edmonton’s City Hall, where we were pleased to welcome
community leaders, MPs from local ridings, Minister of Culture
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and Tourism Ricardo Miranda, and City Councillor Andrew Knack to officially
proclaim the week as International Development Week in Edmonton, as Mayor
Naheed Nenshi also did this year in Calgary. We were honoured to receive a
letter from Prime Minister Justin Trudeau in addition congratulating the Top
30 Under 30 youth for their inclusion in this year’s Magazine. You can read more
about our IDW activities inside this issue.
ACGC staff and members also participated in the University of Alberta’s I-Week
events, delivering presentations on the SDGs to diverse audiences. During IDW
and I-Week events and at various teachers’ conventions, we made use of our
...continued on page 2

Building Opportunities... continued from page 1
new Sustainable Development Goals prize wheel to increase
public awareness of the Global Goals. I am proud to report
that during IDW alone, we reached 400 teachers directly and
1200 teachers indirectly through our outreach. Read more
about how the prize wheel works and how you can use it as a
tool at your own events on page 3.
More detail on these updates is available through the online
recording of our most recent member webinar in February
2016, which you can access at http://bit.ly/1ST4vJh. Be sure
to sign up for our member webinars that take place on a

quarterly basis to stay informed on what’s happening at ACGC
and in the sector. And if you aren’t yet on our e-Bulletin
list to receive email updates every two weeks, be sure to
subscribe on our website from the top of our homepage.
There will continue to be a lot happening in our sector over
the spring and summer, and we want you to be a part of it! In
the meantime, enjoy the warmth of the coming spring season
and the great benefit that comes from working together to
reach our common goals.
– Heather McPherson, ACGC Executive Director

Report from the COP21 UN Climate Conference
2015 was a big year for the climate. Two very
important global initiatives – the Sustainable
Development Goals and the Paris Agreement – were
set into motion. But 2015 was a big year for the
climate in a less impressive way as well; it was also
the hottest year on record.

ACGC Board
Member Aleah
Loney

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
were formally adopted in September 2015 and
boasted a “people-centered set of universal and
transformative goals and targets” aimed at ending
poverty everywhere, promoting gender equality, and
ensuring “the lasting protection of the planet and its
resources.” Less than three months after the SDGs
were formally adopted in New York, I found myself
with many of the same heads of state at the United Nations
Conference on Climate Change in Paris.
I attended the conference as a member of the
Canadian Youth Delegation, a group that acts as a
voice for the Canadian youth climate movement
on the ground at international climate talks. Last
December’s conference, the 21st of its kind, was seen
by many as our last hope to halt – or at least slow
down – the effects of unmitigated and unrelenting
climate change.

Members of the
Canadian Youth
Delegation at
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for Canadian
delegates in Paris

I was only 4 years old in 1992. Many of my colleagues on the
Canadian Youth Delegation to COP21 had not even been born
yet in 1992. This is pertinent because it means that despite
negotiations happening for more than two decades, we are
still fighting many of the same battles. A past member of the
Canadian Youth Delegation, Anjali Appadurai famously said
to a room full of negotiators in the closing plenary of the
climate talks in 2011: “You have been negotiating all my life.”

So what does that mean? It means that there is simply no
time left to lose. People are already losing their livelihoods,
their lands, and their lives to an increasingly warming planet.
The Paris Agreement calls for keeping warming well below
2 degrees Celsius but currently (even after Paris),
the world’s governments are on track to allow global
More than
temperatures to rise by 3.6 degrees Celsius by the
40,000 people end of the century. Rising global temperatures and
from around
rising sea levels are already putting the very survival
of small island states at risk; their people, cultures, and
the globe
whole ways of life. A 3.6 degree Celsius rise would be
descended on
detrimental for the entire planet.
Paris for the
latest round of
international
climate
negotiations.

Chances are that in
recent years, you
have heard global
leaders, notable figures, and
even celebrities call climate
change the “fight of our time”
but experts and scientists
have been sounding the
alarm for decades. Whether it
is the headlines detailing the
persistent droughts plaguing
the southern and northern
hemispheres or the videos
and images of typhoons, tsunamis, hurricanes, and floods that
have hit almost every corner of the globe in the past decade,
most of us have now seen what an increasingly volatile
climate system looks like. Because of that, individuals, civil
society organizations, and even governments have begun to
recognize that climate change may indeed be the “fight of our
time.” They recognize that we need to take action collectively
to fight climate change.

It is in that context that more than 40,000 people from
around the globe descended on the French capital in late
November 2015 for the latest round of international climate
negotiations. This included negotiators, heads of state,
non-profit stakeholders, activists, oil and gas company
executives, climate groups, and indigenous governments and
representatives, all arriving in Paris in the hopes of having
an effect on the outcome of COP21. The “COP” in COP21
stands for “Conference of Parties.” In this case, the “parties”
are the 197 nations who have signed on to the United Nations
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Framework Convention on Climate Change since its inception
at the Earth Summit in 1992.

The Canadian Youth Delegation attends international
climate negotiations to speak for future generations –
to speak for our children and our children’s children
who will bear the brunt of the effects of climate change
if we do not act swiftly. On the ground in Paris, we met
with representatives from the Canadian government, pored
over the draft negotiating text, spent hours penning blogs
and articles to send back home, and worked with other youth
from around the globe to remind our leaders that climate
change is first and foremost about people.
From maintaining peace and security in resource rich (and
resource scarce) regions to social determinants of health to
the global economy, climate change affects everything. But for
me, climate change is about people. It is about understanding
that those most affected by climate change are often those
least responsible for causing it. It means understanding
that the effects of climate change disproportionately impact
indigenous peoples, marginalized people, and those living
in poverty around the world. It also means recognizing that
those most impacted are rarely represented at the table
where decisions are made.
History was made on December 12, 2015 when nearly 200
countries signed on to the Paris Agreement. Does this mean
the Paris Agreement was a success? While it certainly gives
us something to work from, we must remember that climate
change has already hit home for hundreds of thousands of
people across the planet, mostly in developing nations. We
can use the Paris Agreement as a springboard for action but
never let it limit what we know is possible – a safe, just, and
livable planet for all.
– Aleah Loney, ACGC Board Member

International Development Week 2016
Every year, International Development Week (IDW) is a
busy time for ACGC and our members, and this year was no
exception. This year’s IDW took place from February 7-13,
2016, and ACGC hosted or presented at ten events including
our Top 30 Under 30 Magazine Launch, two Development
Drinks evenings, three presentations on the Sustainable
Development Goals, three teachers’ conventions and one
teacher workshop. Our members hosted 12 events in
addition. All in all, around half of our member organizations
were involved in some way in IDW activities, which was an
excellent rate of participation and a very effective way for our
members to increase their profile during this country-wide
awareness week, which has been a key initiative for Global
Affairs Canada (formerly Department of Foreign Affairs,
Trade and Development) for the last 26 years. We are grateful
to undertake all of our IDW initiatives with Global Affairs
Canada support.
ACGC’s main project during IDW is our Top 30 Under 30
Magazine, which marked its fifth year of publication in
2016, and as always featured 30 youth under age 30 who
were chosen through a competitive nomination process for
their contributions to their local and global communities.
The Magazine Launch this year took place at Edmonton’s
City Hall on February 9, and we were pleased to receive a
great turnout with over 100 attendees. When attendees
were asked later, 56% said that they had not heard of ACGC
prior to the event, which was very rewarding to hear as the
main objective of IDW is to increase Canadians’ recognition
of and interest in the international development sector. We
also had political representation from all levels present at the
event: Edmonton city councillor Andrew Knack delivered a
proclamation of International Development Week on behalf of
Mayor Don Iveson (Mayor Naheed Nenshi had done so earlier
for the city of Calgary), and MPs from local ridings either

Spin to Learn: The UN
Sustainable Development
Goals
ACGC recently added a new tool to
its public engagement program in
the form of a spin wheel! Designed
to resemble the logo for the UN
Sustainable Development Goals, the
wheel helps create an opportunity
for conversation on the various
goals and their implementation at
home in Canada and in our province.
Participants spin the wheel and read
about the particular Sustainable
Development Goal on which they
land. Afterwards, they are invited to
share their thoughts on the goal in a large book, which ACGC
will work to fill throughout the year.
ACGC staff have brought this wheel to I-Week at the University
of Alberta, the Top 30 Under 30 Magazine Launch, and to the
Calgary and Edmonton Teachers’ Conventions, but want to
see it used more! Consider using this wheel at one of your own
events, so together we can inform and engage Albertans on
the Global Goals. As the wheel is fully customizable, it will be
made available to ACGC member organizations for use in their
own events or future campaigns. Contact projects@acgc.ca for
more info.

delivered speeches or mingled
with guests. The Alberta Minister
of Culture and Tourism, Ricardo
Miranda, also honoured our Top 30s
with his attendance and a speech,
and we even received a letter of
congratulations to the Top 30s from
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau!
This year’s Top 30 Under 30 Magazine
is available from our website at http://bit.ly/2016Top30. If you
haven’t had the chance yet, take a moment to read about
these 30 amazing youth who are based in our province or
are located in the Global South working in partnership with
organizations in Alberta. Thank you to all who made the
Magazine Launch a great event, and to all our members who
participated in International Development Week 2016.

Top: Top 30s at
the Magazine
Launch at
Edmonton City
Hall with Culture
and Tourism
Minister Ricardo
Miranda.
Bottom: Copies
of ACGC’s 2016
Top 30 Under 30
Magazine

Transforming Our World:
Canadian Perspectives
on the Sustainable
Development Goals
With 2016 comes the implementation of the new
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, adopted
last September at the United Nations. At the time,
the Canadian Council for International Co-operation
(CCIC) in collaboration with the Canadian International
Development Platform (CIDP) put together a blog series
through Huffington Post’s Development Unplugged to
collect perspectives of Canadian experts from domestic
and international organizations on the new agenda and its
17 goals.
Given the popularity of the blog series (available at
http://www.huffingtonpost.ca/development-unplugged),
CCIC has compiled these articles into a publication called
“Transforming Our World: Canadian Perspectives on the
Sustainable Development Goals,” available in French and
English. The publication includes updates and a short guide
to help university and college professors facilitate class
discussions, and it is an excellent resource for deepening
your understanding of the SDGs. Download your free copy
now at http://www.ccic.ca/_files/en/what_we_do/jan2016_
transforming_our_world-ccic-final.pdf.

ACGC Membership Fees Are Due By April 1
Members are reminded to send your renewal form and membership fee in to ACGC by April 1 to ensure that you don’t miss out on any
programming or events. This year, ACGC has implemented both 1- and 3-year membership renewal options. By choosing the 3-year
renewal option, you may be able to lessen administrative costs in processing payment every year, and can be sure that your membership
will not lapse. Plus, by choosing a 3-year membership, your organization can pay the current membership fee, regardless of fee increases
in the future. If you have any questions or require a membership renewal form, contact Noelle at membership@acgc.ca.
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ACGC in Action
At ACGC, we’re always on the move! Here are some photos of our activities over the past few months. If you would like us to join
you at a future activity or event, please let us know at membership@acgc.ca.
Left: Noelle Jaipaul
presents on the SDGs
during I-Week at the
University of Alberta.
Centre: MCC Alberta
staff and volunteers
at our Development
Drinks event in
Calgary presented
with CAWST. Right,
top: ICN Executive
Directors at a
meeting with Global
Affairs Canada
in Ottawa. Right,
bottom: Development
Drinks event in
Edmonton after the
Top 30 Under 30
Magazine Launch.
Left: Heather
McPherson with ICN
Executive Directors
and Zimbabwe
Ambassador Florence
Z. Chideya at a
dinner with Prime
Minister Justin
Trudeau and UN
Secretary General
Ban Ki-moon. Right:
Linda Duncan,
MP for Edmonton
Strathcona, at the
Top 30 Under 30
Magazine Launch.

Left: ACGC staff
member Chelsea
Donelon at the
Greater Edmonton
Teachers’ Convention
Association (GETCA).
Centre: The ICN
Executive Directors
meet with Karina
Gould, MP for
Burlington and
Parliamentary
Secretary to
the Minister of
International
Development. Right:
2016 Top 30 Nosipho
Ngqula from South
Africa at the Top 30
Under 30 Magazine
Launch.
All photos by ACGC
staff, except Top 30
Under 30 Magazine
Launch photos by
Ruby Carino.

To keep informed of all upcoming ACGC events, as well as the events and activities of our members, subscribe to our
biweekly e-Bulletin newsletter from the top of our homepage: www.acgc.ca.

ACGC Connect is published by the Alberta Council for
Global Cooperation with the financial assistance of
Global Affairs Canada.
The Alberta Council for Global Cooperation (ACGC)
is a coalition of voluntary sector organizations located
in Alberta, working locally and globally to achieve
sustainable human development. We are committed
to international cooperation that is people-centred,
democratic, just, inclusive, and respectful of the
environment and indigenous cultures.

Suite 205, 10816A - 82 Avenue
Edmonton, AB T6E 2B3
Tel: 780.988.0200 | Fax: 780.988.0211
Email: admin@acgc.ca
Visit our website: www.acgc.ca
@ACGCNow
facebook.com/ACGCNow
youtube.com/ACGCNow
Program undertaken with the financial support of the Government of Canada
provided through Global Affairs Canada.
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ACGC CURRENT MEMBERSHIP MARCH 2016
Ainembabazi Children’s Project • Alberta Teachers’ Association • Altamas for Peace and
Development • Bow Valley College, International Education • Bridges of Hope International
Network of Development Agencies • Calgary Board of Education • Cameroonian Canadian
Foundation • Canada World Youth • Canadian Association for Participatory Development
(CAPD) • Canadian Humanitarian • Canadian Moravian Mission Society • Canadian
Peacemakers International • Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan • Canadians
Reaching Out (CARO) • CAUSE Canada • Ceiba Association • Centre for Affordable
Water and Sanitation Technology (CAWST) • Centre for Global Citizenship Education and
Research • Change For Children Association • Development and Peace • D. Keith MacDonald
Foundation • Edmonton Public School Board • Engineers Without Borders, Calgary City
Chapter • Four Worlds Centre for Development Learning • Ghost River Rediscovery • Human
Development Foundation • John Humphrey Centre for Peace and Human Rights • Junior
Global Citizen Club • Keiskamma Canada Foundation • Light Up the World Foundation •
Maharashtra Seva Samiti Org • Mahatma Gandhi Canadian Foundation for World Peace •
Marda Loop Justice Film Festival • Mennonite Central Committee Alberta • Micah Centre,
King’s University College • Mission of Mercy • Nafasi Opportunity Society • One Child’s Village
• One! International Poverty Relief • Operation Eyesight Universal • Optometry Giving Sight
• Oxfam Canada • Rainbow for the Future • Rainbow of Hope for Children • Read Africa •
Rotary Club of Edmonton • Sahakarini • Samaritan’s Purse - Canada • SCERDO • Sinkunia
Community Development Organization • Sombrilla Refugee Support Society • Trebi Kuma
Ollennu Foundation for Community Development • True Vision Ghana • Global Education
Program, University of Alberta • United Nations Association in Canada, Edmonton Chapter
• Women’s Empowerment International Foundation

