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Springing Ahead: Message from the Executive Director
Welcome to the spring edition of the ACGC Connect newsletter. Spring is that time of year
when we celebrate new beginnings and anticipate a thaw across our country. Within our
sector, there are a number of things happening in the next few weeks and months that we,
at ACGC, certainly hope signal that a “thaw” is imminent.
The highly anticipated new International Assistance Policy and Implementation Plan
should be released in the next few weeks with implementation set to begin in Spring 2017.
The timeline below shows the comprehensive nature of this 17-month consultation
process and I am optimistic that the results will signal a renewed commitment to reducing
poverty around the world, with a strong focus on empowering women and girls. ACGC
will share more information, including an analysis and overview of the International
Assistance Policy, with our members as soon as we can. To learn more about the review,
and see the submissions made by ACGC and the ICN, visit the ACGC website at
www.acgc.ca/resources-publications/acgc-reports/
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ACGC has followed the release of the Budget on March 22, 2017. While the budget didn’t
release any new funding, it does outline a committment to both women and girls and
the Sustainable Development Goals. While we are excited about the new International
Assistance Policy, we know that Canada cannot be truly back as leaders in International
Cooperation and Humanitarian Assistance without appropriate increases to ODA funding.
However, while we have high expectations for the Budget 2017, we are aware that we have
work to do as a sector to encourage the government to increase ODA funding to levels
necessary to move Canada back to a strong leadership position.
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On February 14, 2017, the Inter-Council Network of Provincial and
Regional Councils (ICN), including myself, spent Valentine’s Day in
Ottawa with Minister Bibeau, Parliamentary Secretary Caesar-Chavannes,
Assistant Deputy Minister Golberg, and several senior staff at Global
Affairs Canada. The minister reiterated may of the themes outlined in
Calgary (see below) with additional focus on innovation and strategic
ways to work together. The issues around supporting small and medium
organizations were raised and we look forward to more details on how Global
Affairs Canada will be supporting our members in the coming months and years.
We also talked openly and frankly on the need for a whole of government approach to
the Sustainable Development Goals and the important role civil society is able and willing
to play in the promotion and achievement of these important goals.

Heather McPherson spent Valentine’s Day
in Ottawa with Inter-Council Network staff,
Minister Bibeau, Parliamentary Secretary
Caesar-Chavannes, Assistant Deputy

As always, we welcome any opportunity to connect with our members and extend the
opportunity to contact us directly via email, telephone, or in person at any time. We will
be hosting a member webinar on April 5 to delve deeper into the latest news within the
sector and I strongly encourage you to participate and bring your questions and concerns.

Minister Golberg, and several senior staff

Sincerely,

(centre); and, Top 30 Noelle Jaipaul (right)

Heather McPherson, ACGC Executive Director

at Magagine Launch at Bow Valley College

of Global Affairs Canada
Cover photos (p. 1): Heather McPherson
(left); Calgary Mayor Naheed Nenshi

Minister Bibeau Visits Calgary
ACGC was delighted to host the Honourable Marie-Claude Bibeau, Minister of International
Development and La Francophonie on January 24, 2017 at the Mennonite Central
Committee meeting space in Calgary. Minister Bibeau identified three key themes that
she has taken away from the International Assistance Review:
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• The necessity of protecting and ensuring human dignity in all Canada’s poverty
reduction and humanitarian strategies;
• The vital role the empowerment of women and girls plays in development work,
ensuring that women’s voices are at the table and part of the design, implementation,
and evaluation of all projects undertaken by Global Affairs Canada and their partners;
• And, the important role of building capacity both in Canada and around the world,
including providing support for small and medium sized organization in Canada that
have been disproportionately affected by previous funding shortfalls.
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Minister Bibeau also spoke on the matter of public engagement and the important work of
re-engaging Canadians in global citizenship and increasing support for international efforts.
ACGC and all those members and stakeholders in attendance were grateful to the Minister
for her time and her openness to sharing important updates and information.
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“If these women can do it,
despite what they face,
I can too.”

u
us

Powered by Canada World Youth (CWY) and Youth Challenge International (YCI), EQWIP
HUBs is a network of 17 youth innovation spaces where youth—especially women—come
together to develop market-relevant skills, build networks, learn from mentors, and access
technology. Located in Bolivia, Ghana, Indonesia, Peru, Senegal and Tanzania, each EQWIP
HUB shares the goal of creating a sustainable space where the passions and determination
of local youth can thrive, ultimately supporting them to access employment or entrepreneurship and take control of their own futures. As a strategic partner ACGC manages the
EQWIP HUBs public engagement component, supporting youth volunteers as they reflect
on their experiences and share their inter-cultural understandings with the Canadian public.
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ACGC and EQWIP HUBs Create EQWIP’d Ghana
Business Simulation and Public Engagement Tool
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Transitioning to Sustainable
Youth Livelihoods
On February 1, ACGC facilitated a workshop
titled “Transitioning to Sustainable Youth
Livelihoods” during University of Alberta’s
International Week in a computer lab.
Participants were invited to pilot the business
simulation before taking part in a discussion
about sustainable youth livelihoods and the
challenges faced by young entrepreneurs
while offering an opportunity for increasing
inter-cultural awareness and knowledge of
global issues.

–workshop participant
ACGC has worked with EQWIP HUBs to develop an online public engagement tool
designed to simulate the experiences of young entrepreneurs living in lower and middle
income countries, and specifically in Ghana. The simulation, called EQWIP’d, is based
on real-world case studies and extensive research gathered from EQWIP HUBs staff,
participants, and volunteers in Ghana. The purpose of the simulation is to provide
Canadians, especially youth, with a unique opportunity to strengthen their understanding
of youth entrepreneurship and social enterprise in the context of sustainable development.

Scenes from Lamisi’s story (all illustrations by Christy Lundy)

Hackathon

The event was attended by 20 participants,
including a group of business students from
NorQuest College. A female student shared
that she was so inspired by the resilience
of the women in the simulation that she felt
compelled to do well in her studies,
commenting that “If these women could
do it, despite what they face, I can too.”
In the coming months, similar events,
featuring EQWIP HUBs staff and volunteers,
will take place in cities throughout Canada as
the EQWIP’d business simulation is rolled-out
across the country.
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International Development Week 2017
Every year, International Development Week (IDW) is a busy time for
ACGC and our members, and this year was no exception. This year’s IDW
took place from February 5-11, 2017 and ACGC and our members hosted
or participated in 27 IDW events. ACGC hosted our Top 30 Under 30
Magazine Launch at Bow Valley College, we presented at two I-Week events
at the University of Alberta: Youth Day and the Transitioning to Sustainable
Livelihoods pilot project with EQWIP HUBs, and we hosted two Development Drinks.
All in all, around one third of our member organizations were involved in some way in
IDW activities. This was an excellent rate of participation and a very effective way for our
members to increase their profile during this country-wide awareness week, which has
been a key initiative for Global Affairs Canada for the last 27 years. We are grateful to
undertake all of our IDW initiatives with financial support from Global Affairs Canada.

Participants of ACGC’s I-Week Youth Day
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ACGC’s main project during IDW is our Top 30
Under 30 Magazine, which marked its sixth
year of publication in 2017, and as always,
featured 30 youth under age 30 who were
chosen through a competitive nomination
on
process for their contributions to serving local and
M
on
global communities. The Magazine Launch this year
roe
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er
took place at Bow Valley College in Calgary on February 7th,
and we were pleased to receive a great turnout with over 100 attendees.
Attendees later reported an increase in their level of interest in development and global
issues as a result of attending the Top 30 Under 30 Magazine Launch. Even more
significantly, ACGC effectively reached a new audience with almost half of respondents
reporting that this event was their first encounter with ACGC.

This year’s Top 30 Under 30 Magazine
is available from our website at
www.acgc.ca/get-involved/top-30-under-30-magazine.

We were honoured to have political representation from all levels present at the event:
The following dignitaries congratulated the selected youth and highlighted the
importance of youth involvement in international and community development:
His Worship Naheed Nenshi, Mayor of Calgary; Ariel Delouya, Director General, Engaging
Canadians Bureau, Global Affairs Canada; Dr. Jens Liebe, Senior Programme Expert,
UNESCO-UNEVOC International Centre; Honourable Michael Connolly, MLA for
Calgary-Hawkwood; and, Honourable Deepak Obhrai, MP Calgary Forest Lawn.
We were also honoured to have two Top 30 Under 30s from 2017, John Skene and
Noelle Jaipaul, as well as 2016 Top 30 Fartoon Siad, speak on their experiences as young
leaders in international and community development. We even received letters of
congratulations to the Top 30s from Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and Premier Rachel
Notley. Ricardo Miranda, Minister of Culture and Tourism, also mailed individual letters
of congratulations to each of the Top 30s.
Thank you to all who made the Magazine Launch a great event, and to all our
members who participated in International Development Week 2017.
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Change Your World Youth Leadership
Program in Uganada
ACGC is set to launch its fifth Change Your World Youth Leadership Program for 2017.
A 10 month, intensive learning opportunity for Alberta Grade 10 and 11 youth, CYW Youth
Leadership Program is aimed at building the next generation of globally-engaged, social
justice champions. The five youth selected will have the opportunity to critically think and
learn about the role Albertans play in supporting local community development efforts
abroad, share their learning with others, and take action. This year’s program will focus on
peacebuilding, and will feature a 2-week learning experience in Uganda in July 2017 with
the Mennonite Central Committee (MCC) based in Calgary.
MCC is a global organization working in relief, development, and peace and is a
long-standing member of ACGC and CCIC. MCC began in 1920 and now works in over 50
countries through local partnerships, including Uganda where they have been operating
since the overthrow of Idi Amin in 1979. MCC’s recent efforts in the country have focused
on supporting partners in the areas of peacebuilding, reconciliation and development,
|seeing peace as the foundation for sustainable development. MCC Uganda currently
supports 17 partners in projects across four different sectors including Health, Education,
Peace and Food Security.

Children playing at Mengo Hospital,
one of the sites that will be visted during
the tour (MCC photo by Silas Crews)

As an added bonus for this year’s program,
the five Alberta youth will travel together
with four youth from Atlantic Canada
through the Atlantic Council for International
Cooperation (ACIC). Youth chosen for the
program will have the opportunity to visit
many of MCC projects and other ACGC
and ACIC partners in Uganda, as listeners
and learners, while capturing their stories
on film in order to share with their
communities upon their return. Alberta
youth will also be provided mentorship
from ACGC to deliver presentations,
participate in ACGC’s conference in
September, and carry out an action project
in their school or community in the 20172018 school year!

A MCC supported Peace Club at an
elementary school in Uganda

Educator and Youth Updates
ACGC continues to focus on engaging
educators as global citizens, and work to
promote global citizenship education in
Alberta. In January, ACGC presented on
the global citizenship education to Alberta
Education’s Expert Working Groups, who
are working to update the province’s
curriculum. In February and March, ACGC
participated in the Edmonton and Calgary
Teacher Conventions through holding three
workshops and hosting a booth. Thank
you to member organizations for donating
books for a draw, which helped us
engage teachers, and put valuable resources in classrooms.

ACGC book draw at Calgary City
Teachers’ Convention

Be sure to learn along with the youth by
following their journey on ACGC’s blog,
website, and social media channels!
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Membership Renewal

Upcoming Events & Opportunities

If you haven’t already done so, it’s time
to renew your ACGC membership.
This year we launched a new, easier
way to renew your organizational
membership. You can now either
pay online or via cheque.

Collaboration, Innovation, and the Sustainable Development
Goals Symposium in Calgary (September, 2017 date t.b.c.)

In addition, you also have the option of
paying for one year of amazing ACGC
membership programming, or you can
pay for three years and receive a 15%
discount on membership fees.
First, complete your membership
renewal by filling out the online
renewal form found here:
bit.ly/2nXfMMC.
This will ensure that we have the most
accurate and up to date information
on your organization, including with
whom we should be communicating,
and any changes to your organization’s
mandate or structure.
Second, make your payment by
mailing us a cheque or by paying
through paypal here: www.acgc.ca/
our-members/become-a-member/

Visit our
new website
at acgc.ca
and our blog
(click “blog” on top right
corner of homepage)

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) continue to be a major focus of ACGC
programming and we look forward to hearing more from the Government of Canada
in the run up to the United Nations High Level Political Forum (HLPF) in July. ACGC is
excited about upcoming opportunities to engage Canadians, particularly Albertans,
in implementation, evaluation, and monitoring of the SDGs!
In September 2017, ACGC, in collaboration with Price Waterhouse Coopers, and a variety
of governmental, academic, and civil society organizations, will host a symposium to
engage Canadians in collaborative, innovative, solution-based conversations about the
United Nations 17 SDGs and how Canadians will achieve them by 2030.
Over two days 300 delegates from Canada and around the world, representing civil
society, government, Indigenous peoples, academia, youth, and the private sector will
explore a whole-of-society approach to the 17 interconnected SDGs.
Canadians, and in particular, Albertans, excel at innovative problem solving with
extraordinary expertise in a variety of sectors implicated in the SDGs. This symposium is
an opportunity to increase our role as leaders in the implementation, monitoring and
evaluation of the SDGs both within Canada and abroad.

Hive Mind: Engaging the Public for the Greater Good
Hive Mind is designed as an introductory online course for practitioners who would
like to explore the key concepts of public engagement, boost their ability to connect
with stakeholders in their communities, and learn how to build effective partnerships.
The course will provide practical tools for animating the community and connecting with
your target audience, with a special focus on reaching students and youth. Hive Mind
is a flexible, go at your own pace, online program that takes roughly 20 hours to complete.
A certificate is offered upon course completion. Learn more here: http://acgc.ca/resources-publications/training-capacity-building/hive-mind-public-engagement-course/

Canada 150 & Beyond: CCIC Leaders’ Forum MAY 9 & 10, 2017
For details and to register visit https://www.globaldev150.ca/2017-leaders-forum/

ACGC Webinar: Wednesday April 5 at noon
Heather McPherson, ACGC Executive Director will go on live for the first quarterly webinar
presentation of the year on April 5th, 2017 at noon to give an update to the members on
what’s happening at ACGC and in our sector, and to offer an opportunity for discussion.
Register at https://webinarapril5.eventbrite.ca and join the conversation at noon on
April 5th, 2017 here https://icn.adobeconnect.com/acgc_update/
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ACGC in Action

ACGC SKiP Inter Katie MacLean

Chrisitna Kruszewski of Development

John Humphrey Centre for Peace and

facilitating at I-Week Youth Day

and Peace facilitating at Youth Day

Human Rights session at Youth Day

ACGC staff and members with Honourable Marie-Claude Bibeau on January 24, 2017 at the

Heather McPherson with Austin

Mennonite Central Committee meeting space in Calgary

O’Brien respresentatives

Daryl Kootenay brining greetings
to Minister Bibeau from Treaty 7

2016 Top 30 Fartoon Siad speaking at

Top 30s with Mayor of Calgary Naheed Nenshi and MLA for

Magzine Launch

Calgary-Hawkwood Michael Connolly
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ACGC Current Membership 2017

facebook.com/acgcnow
@ACGCNow
youtube.com/acgcnow
@ACGC_NOW
Alberta Council for
Global Cooperation

To keep informed of all upcoming ACGC
events, as well as the events and activities
of our members, subscribe to our biweekly
e-Bulletin newsletter from the top of our
homepage: www.acgc.ca.
ACGC Connect is published by the Alberta
Council for Global Cooperation (ACGC)
with the financial assistance of Global Affairs
Canada. ACGC is a coalition of voluntary
sector organizations located in Alberta,
working locally and globally to achieve
sustainable human development. We are
committed to international cooperation
that is people-centred, democratic, just,
inclusive, and respectful of the environment
and Indigenous cultures.

Ainembabazi Children’s Project • Alberta Teachers’ Association (ATA)
• Altamas for Peace and Development • Bow Valley College International
Education • Bridges of Hope International Network of Development
Agencies • Calgary Board of Education • Cameroonian Canadian
Foundation (CCF-FCC) • Canada World Youth (CWY) • Canadian
Association for Participatory Development (CAPD) • Centre for
Ethnomusicology • Canadian Humanitarian • Canadian Moravian
Mission Society • Canadian Peacemakers International (CPI) • Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan (CW4WAfghan) • CAUSE Canada
• Ceiba Association • Centre for Affordable Water and Sanitation
Technology (CAWST) • Centre for Global Citizenship Education and
Research (CGCER) • Change For Children Association • Development
and Peace Caritas Canada • D. Keith MacDonald Foundation • Edmonton
Public School Board • Engineers Without Borders (EWB) • Four
Worlds Centre for Development Learning • Global Education Program
University of Alberta International • Human Development Foundation
(HDF Canada) • John Humphrey Centre for Peace and Human Rights
• Junior Global Citizen Club • Keiskamma Canada Foundation • Light
Up the World Foundation (LUTW) • MacEwan International MacEwan
University • Mahatma Gandhi Canadian Foundation for World Peace
• Marda Loop Justice Film Festival • Mennonite Central Committee
Alberta (MCC) • Micah Centre King’s University College • Nafasi
Opportunity Society • One Child’s Village • One! International
Poverty Relief • Operation Eyesight Universal • Optometry Giving Sight
• Rainbow for the Future • Rainbow of Hope for Children • Read Africa
• Rotary District 5370 • Sahakarini Inter-World Education & Development
Association • Samaritan’s Purse Canada • Sustainable East African
Education and Development Society (SEEDS) • Sinkunia Community
Development Organization • Somali-Canadian Education & Rural
Development Organization (SCERDO) • Sombrilla International
Development Society • Trebi Kuma Ollennu Foundation for Community
Development (TKOFCD) • True Vision Ghana • United Nations Association
in Canada (UNAC) Edmonton Chapter • Women’s Empowerment
International Foundation (WEIF)

This project was funded with the financial support of the
Government of Canada provided through Global Affairs Canada.

