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A Season of Transition:
Message from the Executive Director
Happy holidays to all ACGC members, friends, and partners. From the board and staff of
ACGC, we wish you all a peaceful, joy-filled holiday season.
December is always so exciting and busy and finding time to reflect on what we have
achieved over the year is often difficult. Let’s take a moment to look back over the last 12
months and celebrate the extraordinary successes we have seen in Alberta, Canada and
around the world.
First, after a year of consultations (in which ACGC hosted many face to face and distance
opportunities to obtain member feedback) Canada has adopted a new Feminist International Assistance Policy. As we have heard from Minister Bibeau, the new policy “seeks to
reduce extreme poverty and build a more peaceful, inclusive and prosperous world.
The policy recognizes that promoting gender equality and empowering women and
girls is the most effective approach to achieving this goal.” We can all be very proud and
excited about this policy that will direct our work in the coming years and ACGC looks
forward to an increased financial commitment from the Government of Canada to move
our official development assistance (ODA) closer to 0.7% gross national income (GNI),
which will be necessary if our new Feminist Policy can be expected to achieve the results
we would like to see.
Another exciting event occurred in May, when Minister Bibeau announced a new $100
million fund for small and medium-sized organizations (SMOs). This announcement
came after almost three years of discussions with the Inter-Council Network of Provincial
and Regional Councils for International Cooperation (ICN). ACGC and the other Councils
campaigned tirelessly on the need for more opportunities for SMOs and we were
delighted by the acknowledgement by the Minister of the need for this fund. Supporting
the efforts of smaller organizations is an important step in leveraging the knowledge,
passion, and commitment of everyday Canadians towards our collective responsibility
of reducing inequality and ending poverty for the worlds’ most vulnerable populations.
Cover photos (p. 1): Heather McPherson (left); members of the ACGC team
(centre); and, artwork by Julie Murray (right)
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Together 2017: Opening remarks
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To continue ACGC’s efforts to expand our network and start conversations with new
partners and stakeholders, this October, ACGC, in partnership with a number of government,
civil society, academic, and private sector representatives, hosted Together 2017:
Collaboration, Innovation, and the Sustainable Development Goals. The symposium was
the first of its kind in Canada, bringing together diverse voices to look at creative ways to
work together to achieve the SDGs and Agenda 2030. We decided that Together 2017 was
such a success and started such important conversations that we will be hosting Together
2018 in Edmonton next October. Stay tuned for more details.
And finally, the ACGC staff worked very hard this year on an exciting new publication entitled
Together: Alberta’s Notebook for the Global Goals. With support from the Government
of Alberta, ACGC was able to tell the stories of Albertans working in Alberta and around the
world on achieving the SDGs. It’s a great initiative and I encourage you all to visit the online
version at together.acgc.ca.
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During the summer, ACGC took 5 high school students from across Alberta to visit
member projects in Uganda. We partnered with Mennonite Central Committee in
developing and implementing the experiential learning opportunity. Read more about the
experience later in this newsletter and take some time to watch the remarkable videos the
youth produced during their trip.
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It’s been a great year and we are thankful for all of you for your commitment towards
creating a more just, sustainable future for us all. Have a wonderful holiday season and
I encourage you all to come back in January ready to continue to work towards the creation
of a world we all want.
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Heather McPherson, ACGC Executive Director
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Together 2017 in Pictures

Elder Kelly Good Eagle and Together 2017

Mel Wilson of M.J. Wilson & Associates Inc

The Honourable Kathleen Ganley,

advisory board member Mark Anielski

talks about how Together 2017 came to be

Minister of Justice and Solicitor General

Julie Gelfand, Commissioner of the Environment & Sustainable

John McArthur engages the audience during his talk on

Development, Office of the Auditor General of Canada

the SDGs and our current global reality

Climate Action Panel: Chelsea Donelon; John Van Ham,

Julie Murray captures conversations at Together 2017

Energy & Sustainability Leader; Steve MacDonald, Emissions
Reduction Alberta (ERA); Edwin Makkinga, Enbridge
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Together 2017 in Pictures

University of Calgary International

University of Calgary International presents John Snow speaks about sub-national

Janaka Ruwanpura, Vice-Provost

as part of Getting to 2030 Showcase

Panel on shaping smarter and more sustainable cities

coordination of the SDGs

Millie Adam of CAWST engages with delegates during the
Getting to 2030 Showcase

SDG photo booth courtesy of University of Calgary
International

Professor Blade Stanford speaks as part of Planting the

Panelist from Canada’s Role in Achieving the SDGs in Canada

Seeds of Change session

and around the World

4

di
sc
us
sio

y

te
g

le
ab

We were thrilled to launch the inaugrual edition of Together, in both print and online forms,
at our symposium in Calgary. The notebook profiles stories from diverse perspectives
that show some of the ways that Albertans and our global partners are working together
to achieve a more sustainable and just planet. The metaphor of a ready-at-hand notebook
alludes to progess already made towards achieving the SDGs while also calling for a
sustained culture of service as we move closer to 2030. In this way, with no beginning and
no end, Together is a living project that marks the multiplicity of ways we can learn, share,
and act in the spirit of SDG solidarity. Our partnering to share stories from across sectors —
including civil society, government, business, Indigenous peoples, academics, and
youth — aims to model SDG 17: Partnerships for the Goals through collective action
underpinned by diversity of expression.
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Together: Alberta’s Notebook for the Global Goals
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Educational Resources
Over the next few months, ACGC will be
working to make the Together notebook
accessible to teachers and students by
developing additional resources for use in
classrooms. If you are interested in building
your capacity in this area, please contact
Leah Ettarh at projects@acgc.ca

The Together creative team from left to right: Amanda Ozga, Arden Burtnik,
Melissa Bui, Leslie Robinson, and Richie Assaly

Our collaboration with illustrator Paul Twa is an example of such partnership. Paul’s cover
image makes visual reference to all 17 of the SDGs. The overall Together compilation, like
Paul’s cover, illustrates the interconnectivity of our global society, while demonstrating how
all the goals are related and their solutions contingent upon one another. As Canada’s 150th
year of Confederation comes to an end, we hope that Together offers a reminder that we
all have a role to play in building a better, more sustainable future both locally and globally.
Read stories from the following ACGC members: Alberta Teachers’ Association;
Canadian Women for Women in Afghanistan; Change for Children; Development and

Contact us to get your copy!

Peace; John Humphrey Centre for Peace & Human Rights; Junior Global Citizen Club;
Keiskamma Canada Foundation; Light Up The World; Mennonite Central Committee;
Nafasi-Opportunity Society; Operation Eyesight; Rainbow for the Future; Sombrilla
International Development Society
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Change Your World
Youth Leadership Program in Uganada
This year, ACGC teamed up with the Atlantic Council for International Cooperation
to run the Change Your World Youth leadership program. Hosted by the Mennonite

Peace club in Katakwi district

Central Committee of Alberta, 5 youth from Alberta and 4 youth from Atlantic
Canada visited projects across central and north-eastern Uganda. Below is a
reflection by one participant from Edmonton, Rebeca Munoz Ortiz.

Going abroad is always a life changing
experience. Getting to know new people
and cultures is extremely exciting, and
along the way, you become passionate
about issues that you were previously
aware of, but found difficult to understand.
This past summer I traveled to Uganda
alongside four other Alberta youth. During
this trip, we visited multiple projects. I must
say that the one that caused the biggest
impact on me was a project in an

elementary school teaching girls and boys
to make RUMPS – Reusable Menstrual Pads.
In Uganda, many pre-teen girls stay away
from school because of the shame they feel
when their period begins and they don’t
possess the resources to properly handle it.
This project inspired me because it allows
females from the community to obtain
sanitary pads that they can continue reusing
thanks to the materials they are made from.
This project not only provides for the girls
in the community, but also, helps teachers
reduce the stigma around menstruation
in their school through teaching every
member of the club to create sanitary
pads. It was impressive to see males joining this club and talking to me about the
importance for their mothers and sisters to
have reusable sanitary pads at home.
As a person, I understand the importance
of feeling clean and confident in your
everyday life. As a female, I understand
the challenges women go through to
achieve equal rights in every corner of the
world and knowing there is a community
in Kamuli, Uganda working with the future
generations to achieve it makes me certain
we as a global society will get there.

Back: Thomas Coldwell (MCC), Iman Kassam, Aidan Sander

See youth blogs and videos at
acgc.ca/updatesnews/blog/

Front: Rebeca Munoz Ortiz, Andy Lee, Alisha Goosney, Leah Ettarh (ACGC)
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New Board Members
We are excited to welcome the
following new members to our board:
Ana Hoepner, Centre for Affordable
Water & Sanitation Technology (CAWST)
Chris Enns, Bow Valley College
International
Jamie Charlebois, University of Calgary
International

Sustainable Development Drinks, November 28 at the Upper Crust

Upcoming Events

New ACGC Staff
We are equally excited to present the
two latest members of the ACGC team:
Laveza Khan, Membership and
Government Relations Coordinator
Laveza completed her postgraduate
studies at Humber College in
International Development and has an
Honours BA from McMaster University
in Labour Studies and Sociology. Her
lived experiences are defined by her
identity as a Pakistani-Canadian. She is
passionate about social justice, gender
equality, and human rights and is
excited to engage with these issues
through her role at ACGC.
Brenna Ward, Communications Officer,
International Development Week
Brenna brings a Master of Arts in Media
Studies from Concordia University and a
Bachelor of Arts in Gender Studies from
the University of Alberta. She considers
herself a dreamer and adventurer, both
of which inform her community and
academic work. Brenna has travelled
and lived around Canada and the
world. She brings with her a gnawing
passion for feminism.

Top 30 Under 30 publication launch and award ceremony
SAVE THE DATE: Friday, February 2, University of Alberta
For the 7th year ACGC will be launching our annual Top 30 Under 30 publication and award
featuring 30 exemplary young people from Alberta and around the World. The launch this
year will take place in Edmonton on Friday, February 2, 2017 at the University of Alberta.
We are grateful to our members who volunteered to be on the selection committee.
We are pleased to announce the following Top 30s whom are affiliated with our members.
The full list of Top 30s will be posted on our website soon.
2018 Top 30s affiliated with ACGC Members
Daniel Arzola, University of Alberta International
Felipe Civita Ferreira, Bow Valley College
Michou Joissaint, Junior Global Citizen Club
Tikhozenji Innocencia Lungu, CAWST
Jaime Oropeza Caldua, Sombrilla International Development Society
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ACGC Current Membership 2017

facebook.com/acgcnow
@ACGCNow
youtube.com/acgcnow
@ACGC_NOW
Alberta Council for
Global Cooperation

To keep informed of all upcoming ACGC
events, as well as the events and activities
of our members, subscribe to our biweekly
e-Bulletin newsletter from the top of our
ry sector organizations located in Alberta,
working locally and globally to achieve
sustainable human development. We are
committed to international cooperation
that is people-centred, democratic, just,
inclusive, and respectful of the environment
and Indigenous cultures.

Alberta Teachers’ Association • Bow Valley College,
International Education • Bridges of Hope International
Network of Dev Agencies • Calgary Board of Education
• Canadian Center for Ethnomusicology • Canadian
Global Care Society • Canadian Humanitarian
Organization for International Relief • Canadian Peacemakers International • Canadian Women for Women
in Afghanistan • CAUSE Canada • Centre for Affordable
Water and Sanitation Technology • Centre for Global
Citizenship Education and Research • Change for
Children Association • D. Keith MacDonald Foundation
• Development and Peace • Edmonton Public School
Board • Engineers Without Borders Calgary City Chapter
• Four Worlds Centre for Development Learning • Giving
Hope to Children Society • Global Education Program,
University of Alberta • John Humphrey Centre for Peace
and Human Rights • Junior Global Citizen Club • Light
Up the World Foundation • MacEwan International •
Marda Loop Justice Film Festival • Mennonite Central
Committee Alberta • Micah Center, The King’s University
• Nafasi Opportunity Society • One Child’s Village •
One! International Poverty Relief • Operation Eyesight •
Oxfam Canada • Rainbow for the Future • Rainbow
of Hope for Children • Samartian’s Purse Canada •
SCREDO Sikunia Community Development Organization
• Sombrilla International Development
Society •
Trebi Kuma Ollennu Foundation for Community
Development • United Nations Association in Canada
Calgary Branch • United Nations Association in Canada
Edmonton Branch • University of Calgary International •

This project was funded with the financial support of the
Government of Canada provided through Global Affairs Canada.

