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Message from Leah Ettarh, Executive Director
50 years. Half a century. 5 decades. Semicentennial. 

2023 is a very special year. On December 7, 2023, our network will become a quinquagenarian! 
While age may just be a number, it is important to recognize and celebrate this milestone 
through reflecting on the contributions Albertans have made to build a world where, as our 
vision statement states, “All people can fulfill their potential and prosper, become engaged 
citizens in peaceful, just, and inclusive societies, and thrive in a healthy, sustainable world.” 

The difficulties of the past few years, coupled with increasing global instability, means our 
collective vision is now more important than ever.  Using the milestone of our anniversary, 
ACGC will be providing organizations and the public opportunities to learn about the 
legacy of collective action in international solidarity throughout the upcoming year. It is 
the stories of your impact - your organization, your community, your supporters, and your 
international partners - that need to be heard.  While the provincial government eliminated 
funding of international cooperation, which inspired the founding of the ACGC network in 
1973, the provincial government support provided since that time to the emergencies in 
Lebanon and Ukraine demonstrates that Albertans support global solidarity and action. The 
strong history of Albertan care and partnership being marked in this 50 year anniversary 
is an opportunity for us all to share our impact story, honour the legacy of Albertans past 
and present taking action together to end poverty and injustice around the world, and to 
motivate future generations to do the same.  

Here’s to 50 years of action and 50 years of international solidarity! Join us as we reflect, 
encourage each other, celebrate, and take action, to ensure 50 years more!

INSIDE: 

 ACGC’s 50th Anniversary

See page 2 for details
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December 7th 2023 marks ACGC’s 50th Anniversary as a network supporting international cooperation. 
Throughout the year, together with our members, we will look back at our history, celebrate our impact 
as a collective, working together to advance human rights and equality around the globe. 

From the Archives
On top of increasing public awareness, we will also find opportunities to celebrate together as a 
network, and spend time documenting ACGC’s history through archival research and document 
collection. The following article was provided by the Alberta Provincial Archives and tells the story 
of our founder Doreen Orman and the motivation behind the formation of the Alberta Council for 
International Cooperation in 1973.  

50 Years of Action
While 2023 marks ACGC’s 50th year since initial founding, the organization itself went through various changes and periods of .  The network its in 
current legal form was founded in 1996, but the history and work of those behind the organization spans back to 1973.  According to the Alberta 
Societies registries, 

Alberta Council for Global Cooperation - 1996/06/07

Alberta Council for Global Justice Society 1981/10/29

Alberta Council for International Cooperation - 1973

One name appearing on Alberta Societies registries includes the following name of an organization founded just three months after the current 
active registration and struck later - Alberta Council for Community Development Partnerships - 1996/09/11. We hope through archival research and 
crowd sourcing our history from you, we will find whether this was another name for our network, or rather, another organization. Do you know 
more about this name?  Let us know!

Do you have any records or 

photos of past ACGC activities?  

Please email info@acgc.ca 
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IDW2021

International Development Week 2023
The 2023 International Development Week (IDW) was held from February 5-11. IDW events took 
place across Alberta to engage the public on the international development efforts and the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), including 10 events organized by ACGC and several 
member organizations. Wanndet Dim, one of this year’s international Top 30 Under 30s was 
able to join us in Alberta for the week and share about his work with local partner CAWST and 
international organization WASH SDO in Phnom Penh, Cambodia.

Learn more about ACGC’s 2023 IDW activities at https://acgc.ca/idw

Top 30 Under 30
ACGC’s 2023 cohort of Top 30 Under 30 comprises 30 outstanding 
young people nominated by their community for their work in 
making the world a more just, fair, and sustainable place for all. This 
year’s cohort included two international Top 30s partnered with 
ACGC member organizations CAWST and Sombrilla. 

The theme of this year’s Top 30 campaign and celebration was ‘Reduced Inequalities’, aligned to 
SDG 10. For the campaign art, we partnered with Aravani Art project, a trans and cis women-led 
art collective based in Karnataka, India that works to advocate and create spaces for alternative 
voices through art.

View the 2023 Top 30 profiles and artwork at https://top30under30.acgc.ca

ACGC would like to send a big thank you 

to Leslie Obol, whose term with ACGC 

recently ended. We wish them all the best 

with their upcoming adventures.

New Staff
ACGC has recently welcomed the following staff:

Global Citizenship Educatio
n S

pe
ci

al
is

t

Project and Executive Assist
ant

Com munications Lead

Wajed El-Halabi

Yara Medrano

Donna Ng

2023 Top 30 Under 30 Logo. Artw
ork by A

ra
va

ni
 A

rt
 P

ro
je

ct

2023 Top 30 Under 30 Celebration
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SDG Hub Wraps up
After four years of youth engagement, relationship-building, and community service, the SDG Hub comes to an 
end this month. From Spring 2019 to Spring 2023, 51 youth in Alberta over five cohorts participated in meaningful 
dialogue, developed personal and employment-related skills, and took action in their communities on issues they 
are passionate about.

 
The final cohort of ten youth spent the last five months working diligently on their 
projects, ranging from school leadership and  fundraising to designing resources 
for organizations in their community. In February 2023, youth attended various 
International Development Week events. Fatima Ghias presented her project at 
Islamic Relief Canada’s Lunch and Learn event, while Viviana Costante and Harveen 
Saini volunteered at the Top 30 under 30 Celebration Event in Calgary. Also that week, 
youth attended a webinar by one of this year’s Top 30 Under 30, Wanndet Dim, on 
climate change and resiliency in Cambodia and another webinar by 2022 Top 30 
Under 30 Trent Daley, on advocacy and activism. Another webinar is expected to 
help wrap up the final cohort.

A huge thank you goes to the mentors who volunteered their time to guide youth 
over the last four years. While the end is bittersweet, many youth and mentors have 
continued their engagement with ACGC since leaving the Hub and will always be a 
part of the ACGC network. Members of the 5th cohort of the SDG Hub 

SDG Youth Awards
The Canada SDG Youth Awards is a national youth-led initiative recognizing the 
contributions of young people across what is currently Canada towards achieving the 
UN Sustainable Development Goals. Started at ACGC in 2021-2022, ACGC partnered 
with ReImagine17 to lead and carry out the initiative in its second year, with the aim of 
equipping the organization to lead and direct the awards into the future.    

The five winning youth-led initiatives for 2023 include: 

The OATHE Project 
Regenesis Cycle York 
Music for Every Child 
Jamie’s Jar Full of Stars 
Fair Books

Click on each name to watch a video showcasing the initiative, or visit the Canada 
SDG Youth Awards youtube playlist.

About Re17:  ReImagine 17 is a youth-led organization working to engage youth 
from across Canada in advocacy surrounding social, environmental and economic 
challenges, social justice, and the reimagination of our collective future. Learn more 
about ReImagine17 at https://www.reimagine17.ca/
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The Canada SDG Youth Awards theme

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fe5jR9Lw3I0&list=PLbw6xDKrJzAPwPdqwLMRGm9OON7b8NRJp&index=15
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WZIfjd-7THc&list=PLbw6xDKrJzAPwPdqwLMRGm9OON7b8NRJp&index=14
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zJHvGxBAkr4&list=PLbw6xDKrJzAPwPdqwLMRGm9OON7b8NRJp&index=13
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eYag9a0lYtg&list=PLbw6xDKrJzAPwPdqwLMRGm9OON7b8NRJp&index=12
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wGnhNaXJ_Kw&list=PLbw6xDKrJzAPwPdqwLMRGm9OON7b8NRJp&index=11
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M4_U7hG3LyU&list=PLbw6xDKrJzAPwPdqwLMRGm9OON7b8NRJp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M4_U7hG3LyU&list=PLbw6xDKrJzAPwPdqwLMRGm9OON7b8NRJp
https://www.reimagine17.ca/


CSW67 Alberta Delgates Go to New York
The 67th session of the Commission on the Status of Women (CSW), also known as 
CSW67, commenced March 6, 2023 in New York under the theme: “Innovation and 
technological change, and education in the digital age for achieving gender equality 
and the empowerment of all women and girls.” The annual meeting is the largest 
global United Nations event on gender equality, bringing together activists, advocates, 
experts and governments from around the world.

Alberta had representation at CSW67! Priscilla Ojomu was selected to be part of the 
ICN Youth Delegation, along with 6 other youth from across the country representing 
the other member councils. She is a fourth-year Bachelor of Arts student majoring in 
Psychology and minoring in Sociology at the University of Alberta. Among the many 
ways Ojomu is active in her communities, she was also a member of the ACGC SDG 
Hub and is currently a Spur Change Youth Champion.

ACGC selected Lindsey Machona as another delegate for the session. Machona 
is the Executive Director of ExpandHope, an Edmonton-based charity founded and 
supported by The Schmidt Investment Group that works to build schools and improve 
education in developing countries. 

“Democracy cannot thrive without gender equality. When women have equal access 
to politcal participation and decision-making, societies become more inclusive, 
peaceful and prosperous.” ~Lindsey Machona

ICN Training Day in Calgary
Following on the release of its research report, “Towards a more decolonial, anti-racist and 
feminist public engagement ”, the Inter Council Network (ICN) organized a series of training 
opportunities across the country in conjunction with its provincial and regional councils to 
share the highlights of the research and encourage broader debate and discussion of the 
findings.

In Alberta, ACGC organized a one-day training in Calgary for those persons interested in 
learning more about tools and approaches to more effectively engage the public on sensitive 
issues such as decolonialism, anti-racism and feminism. ACGC’s member, CAWST (Centre for 
Affordable Water and Sanitation Technology), was the host for the training where a diverse 
group of international development practitioners shared their experiences and challenges 
from a variety of country contexts in which they work. Critical to the discussions at times 
was to acknowledge that definitions and methods needed to be culturally and contextually 
specific to the audience, whether in Canada or another country. When asked what they found 
most useful about the training, one participant commented, “The group work where we 
rotated sharing perspectives, especially regarding the barriers, red flags, etc. when it comes 
to public engagement with various types of communities”. ACGC hopes to continue to offer 
more informative training events this year.

Priscilla Ojomu (left) and Lindsey Machona (right) at the 
67th session of the Commission on the Status of Women
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Read the report at https://icn-rcc.ca/en/research/

  

https://icn-rcc.ca/en/research/ 


SPUR Change - Youth Champions 
Program
The 2023 Cohort for the Youth Champions Program has 
commenced! Fifteen youth community leaders from 
Canada and the world have started the nine-month 
program where they will collaborate with peers and 
mentors to showcase their experience and passion for 
the SDGs in public engagement activities. 

Alberta is represented by three women leaders: Harveen 
Saini, Pere Kennedy and Priscilla Ojomu. The University of 
Alberta is also taking part in the program by mentoring 
Sainiand André Diasivi Flam, who is based in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. 

Since the beginning of the program, the youth have participated in content workshops on the SDGs, climate justice, intersectionality and anti-
oppression, gender equality and feminism. Now, with their Canadian partner SMOs, they are taking part in workshops designed to enhance 
the tools and competencies they already have in public engagement. The workshops on Global Citizenship Education, communications and 
monitoring & evaluation, finances, and results-based management will equip them to collaboratively  plan and implement one to three public 
engagement activities to raise awareness of Canadian youth on the SDGs. Follow along to see what they will do!

For more information, visit https://icn-rcc.ca/en/youth

SPUR Change - RBM and Gender 
Equity
In February, the Spur Change hosted the conversation 
series Let’s Chat: RBM & Gender Equity. Featuring speakers 
from small and medium-sized organizations (SMOs), the 
informal conversation series was centered on peer-to-
peer learning and exploring processes, tools, and best 
practices for incorporating gender and intersectionality 
into one’s results-based management framework—all in 
the context of international cooperation.

The first speaker of the series was Danielle Skogen, 
Program Development Director for Canadian 
Humanitarian and the Co-founder of SERniña Guatemala. 
In her presentation, Danielle shared the challenges, key 
learnings, and opportunities that exist for everyone to 
improve RBM practices in the Global South and, as a 
result, have more ethical and impactful international 
programs.

The Challenges, Lessons, and
Opportunities that exist when
measuring change in the field
of gender inequality and
gender-based violence  

LEt's Chat

3pm ET | 12 noon PT   
Danielle Skogen
Canadian Humanitarian
(she/her)

February 7

Danielle Skogen is the Program Development Director for Canadian
Humanitarian and the Co-founder of SERniña Guatemala. In her role, she
oversees all women empowerment and gender equality programs
throughout their Latin American and East African projects. 

Through the support of the Fund for Innovation & Transformation, Danielle
recently led an innovative approach to ending gender-based violence in
rural Guatemala which focused on working with whole families, prioritizing
traditional Mayan healing practices, and taking on a restorative justice
approach. Through this experience, Canadian Humanitarian and SERniña
were able deepen their knowledge and experience in designing,
implementing, innovating, and evaluating measurement and evaluation
practices when working with vulnerable populations and while addressing
taboo and complex subjects, such as gender-based violence. 

In her presentation, Danielle will share the challenges, key learnings, and
opportunities that exist for all of us to improve our RBM practices in the
Global South and, as a result, have more ethical and impactful international
programs. 

Register via Eventbrite

The 2023 Youth Champions
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Fund for Innovation and Transformation Update: Impact Stories
For their 5th intake, Fund for Innovation and Transformation’s (FIT) awarded funding to 12 SMOs to test several innovative solutions that 
empower girls and women, with projects in communities in Africa, Asia and Latin America. Among them are the following Alberta-based 
organizations. Click on the links below to watch an introduction video on their projects.

CAUSE Canada - Wi Lead by Sabi (We Lead by Example), 
Sierra Leone  
Solution: Appointing women with disabilities are 
appointed as champions in their communities to support 
other schoolgirls with disabilities and their families and to 
address discrimination at the intersection of gender and 
disability

Change for Children - Local Knowledge: Global Goals. 
Nicaragua 
Solution: Connecting with Bosawas Biosphere Reserve 
to conservation efforts worldwide, fostering traditional 
indigenous knowledge and nature-based solutions, and 
strengthening indigenous governance with a focus on 
gender equality to improve the sustainable management 
of Bosawas

Girls of Tomorrow (GOT) Foundation - Combatting 
Menstrual Stigma Through Female-Centred Permaculture 
Gardens, Uganda 
Solution: Establishing Female-Centered Permaculture 
Gardens where all plants are picked specifically for female 
health and experiences to combat menstrual stigma and 
increase female empowerment.

Since the program launched in 2019, FIT has awarded $11 Million to over 50 projects. Made possible through Global Affairs Canada, funding 
supports the testing of innovative solutions to challenges in the Global South that aim to advance gender equality. https://icn-rcc.ca/en/fit/

Global Connect 2023
ACGC is thrilled to open applications for the next iteration of Global Connect. From May 22 to June 1, 
we will explore international cooperation together with youth participants 18 to 24 years of age through 
themes of sustainability, gender equality, and a range of local/global issues—right here in Alberta! For more 
information, visit https://acgc.ca/get-involved/global-connect/.

Building Equity: Resource Mobilization for Impact Training
Spur Change’s newest national training program aims to build small and medium-sized organization capacity and confidence to develop a 
diversified, ethical, and equity-centred fundraising and resource mobilization strategy. Learn more by visiting https://spurchangeresource.ca/en/
building-equity-resource-mobilization-for-impact/

Coming
Up

CAUSE Canada’s project on eradicating child marriages in Sierra Leone, as well 
as Change for Tomorrow’s project on the creating a remote digital database of 
resources and training program for teachers to improve educational outcomes, 
were both prevously funded by FIT. Click on the images above to review project 
details, results and lessons learned. 
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Click here to view report Click here to view report

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yxOaGAOHqVA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DkSazOK_xxI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SeC6nFgZBMw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SeC6nFgZBMw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SeC6nFgZBMw
https://icn-rcc.ca/en/fit/ 
https://acgc.ca/get-involved/global-connect/
https://spurchangeresource.ca/en/building-equity-resource-mobilization-for-impact/
https://spurchangeresource.ca/en/building-equity-resource-mobilization-for-impact/
https://www.fit-fit.ca/uploads/innovation/CAUSE%20Canada%20Living%20Document-63e58b5f507e2.pdf?fbclid=IwAR18w_Se6SN1cKhhzBapr7cjZ7niG_jgxYK4qMa5tA2rynHOsqpif3XitwY
https://www.fit-fit.ca/uploads/innovation/CFC%20Living%20Document-63dc55ed2f564.pdf?fbclid=IwAR0Z7eApyXzBVzAwLeiTypPo-SZ4CKrmuLxXZ0u-Kp48fKA57ZN9WS-O7ws


This project was funded with the financial support of the
Government of Canada provided through Global Affairs Canada.

To keep informed of all upcoming ACGC 
events, as well as the events and activities 
of our members, subscribe to our biweekly 
e-Bulletin newsletter.

ACGC Connect is published by the Alberta 
Council for Global Cooperation (ACGC) 
with the financial assistance of Global Affairs 
Canada. ACGC is a network of organiza-
tions and individuals, located in Alberta, 
working locally and globally to advance 
sustainable development and global 
citizenship. We envision that all people can 
fulfill their potential and prosper, become 
engaged citizens in peaceful, just, and 
inclusive societies, and thrive in a healthy, 
sustainable world.

ACGC Current Membership
Alberta Immigrant Women and Children Centre  •  Alberta Teacher’s 
Association • Bow Valley College, International Education • Bridges of Hope 
International Network of Development Agencies • Business and Professional 
Women Alberta • Calgary Board of Education • Canadian Humanitarian 
Organization for International Relief• Canadian Peacemakers International 
• Canadian Volunteers United in Action Society   •  Canadian Women for 
Women in Afghanistan • CAUSE Canada • Centre for Affordable Water 
and Sanitation Technology • Change for Children Association • Covenant 
International • Edmonton Public School Board • Embrace International 
Foundation •  Engineers Without Borders, Calgary City Chapter • FOCAS 
Canada (Foundation for Oromian Culture, Education, and Arts Services) 
• Expand Hope Foundation • Global Education Program, University of 
Alberta • Hopethiopia • Humanity Auxilium • Institute for Cross-Cultural 
Exchange • Islamic Relief Canada  •  Junior Global Citizen Club • Keiskamma 
Canada Foundation • Light Up The World • Literacy Without Borders • 
Mahatma Gandhi Canadian Foundation for World Peace • Mahatma Gandhi 
Canadian Foundation for World Peace • Mennonite Central Committee 
• Micah Center, The King’s University • Nafasi Opportunity Society • 
NILECAPD (Nile Care Advocacy for Peace and Development) • Norquest 
International • One Child’s Village • One! International Poverty Relief • 
Operation Eyesight Universal •  Pamir Canadian Multiculturalism Council  
•  Rainbow of Hope for Children • Sihle-Sizwe Vineyard Foundation • 
Sinkunia Community Development Organization • Somali-Canadian 
Education and Rural Development Organization • Sombrilla International 
Development Society • Teach Peace Development • Trebi Kuma Ollennu 
Foundation for Community Development •  Ubuntu - Mobilizing Central 
Alberta • United Nations Association in Canada - Calgary Branch •  
University of Calgary International

facebook.com/acgcnow

@acgcnow

youtube.com/acgcnow

@acgc_now

Alberta Council for Global 
Cooperation

E: info@acgc.ca

P: 780.988.0200

#205, 10816A 82 Ave,                          
Edmonton AB   T6E 2B3

https://acgc.ca/updatesnews/subscribe/
https://www.covenantint.org/
https://www.covenantint.org/
https://www.facebook.com/acgcnow/
https://twitter.com/ACGCNow
https://www.youtube.com/user/ACGCNow
https://www.instagram.com/acgc_now/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/10854239
https://www.linkedin.com/company/10854239

