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On May 18 , Minister of International
Development and La Francophonie,
Marie-Claude Bibeau, announced the
launch of the international assistance
review and consultation process. This is
an opportunity for civil society, public
service, private sector, and engaged
individuals to contribute to a discussion
on how Canada can best respond to the
challenges and opportunities of international development and cooperation.
This consultation is open to Canadians
and international stakeholders from
May 18th until July 31st, 2016.
The review has been launched in order
to develop a new international assistance policy, including reworking funding mechanisms and delivery frameworks. The Government of Canada is
seeking the input of experts, partners,
and citizens to inform the new policy
and ensure that Canadian international
assistance is providing the most impact
in meaningful, sustainable ways.
The priorities of the Government of
Canada are to provide international assistance to the poorest and most vulnerable, as well as supporting fragile states.
Additionally, the Government is seeking to align its policies with the Addis
Ababa Action Agenda for Financing
Development, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and the Paris
Agreement on Climate Change. These
high-level agendas require significant
commitment on the part of the federal
government, and this consultative process is an important tool for ensuring
that future policies are responsive, innovative, and effective.

This is a critical moment for civil
society. It is important for small and
medium-sized organizations to ensure that their voices are heard, and
that their expertise is passed on to
the Government of Canada through
this consultation process. ACGC
recognizes the importance of small
and medium-sized organizations
(SMOs) as development actors, and
it is crucial that a wide range of
SMOs participate in the consultation
in order to share their views on the
challenges and opportunities within
Canada’s international assistance
portfolio. Please be sure to familiarize yourself with the International
Assistance Review Discussion Paper, as well as the consultation
process, online at http://
bit.ly/1W2rPqd.

In this special edition of ACGC’s
Connect Newsletter, the international assistance review will be
described, with details on how to
be involved in the consultations as
a member of ACGC or as an engaged citizen. If you have any
questions on the consultation process, please contact Chelsea
Donelon at chelsea@acgc.ca.

For information on how
to get involved in the
consultation process,
please see Page 5.
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The Priorities of the Review

Through this review process, Global Affairs Canada
(GAC) aims to ensure that Canada’s international
assistance policy, funding, and delivery frameworks
are relevant and effective. To do this, GAC is looking to capitalize or expand on what it sees as Canada’s current strengths, expertise, and skills to ensure
that the new international assistance policy has maximum impact. In its International Assistance Review
(IAR) Discussion Paper (found at http://
bit.ly/1Ue9iRC), GAC has identified six issues that
are most pressing, and on which Canada has the
most opportunity to make a large difference.
In each of these six focus areas, GAC will be applying a feminist lens, under which it will consider how
all of Canada’s international assistance activities
impact the equality of women and girls. Gender
equality will underline all of Canada’s policy, in
addition to being a priority focus of its own. Within
each of the six priority issues (listed below), GAC is
using this policy review process to identify innovative strategies and partnerships, in order to ensure
that programming mechanisms and financing tools
are flexible, responsive, and accessible. GAC hopes
to create a better understanding of the appropriate
engagement of various stakeholders working within
international development, including Canadian partners and civil society organizations (CSOs). With
more information on the roles, responsibilities, and
outcomes of CSOs, the Government of Canada will
be better able to ensure that CSOs are supported in
their international development work. Below, the
six focus areas are briefly explained, followed by the
corresponding discussion points that GAC has provided.

Health and Rights of
Women and Children
Global Affairs Canada recognizes that women and girls
do not have access to equal
opportunities as boys and
men and continue to experience gender-based discrimination, violence, and socioeconomic disadvantage. In
the world today, there are
more young people between
the ages of 10 and 24 than at
any other point in history. It is crucial that women
and youth have opportunities for education, employment, and skill development, and this is especially
the case for young girls. Women and youth must be
empowered and supported, as improved opportunities have significant ripple effects on social and economic progress for all. Canada will continue the
work it has done on maternal, newborn and child
health (MNCH), but the current government recog-

nizes that a more comprehensive approach is needed. This includes advancing Canada’s role in promoting gender equality, family planning, and sexual and reproductive health. Additionally, it is critical that we consider the universality of gender
equality and face the Canadian realities of gender
discrimination. We must work towards ending violence against women and girls, with special attention paid to Indigenous women and children.
Many of ACGC’s members are focused on working
with women and girls and/or employ a gender equity lens in their international development and public engagement activities. ACGC strongly encourages members to consider the ways Canada can be
a leader on gender equity at home and abroad, and
to consider recommendations for the Government
of Canada to mainstream support for the empowerment of women and girls beyond MNCH initiatives. A key area for increased attention includes
women’s civic participation and leadership, and
microcredit and entrepreneurship programs focused
on women.
Discussion points:
Building on our commitment to a feminist approach
and support for the gender equality goal of the
2030 Agenda, where should Canada focus its international assistance efforts in this area?
Can Canada take advantage of specific opportunities to demonstrate new or continued leadership on
women's empowerment and gender equality?
How can Canada's efforts to support well-being
and empowerment better benefit children and
youth, including in the education sector?
What strategic role can Canada play in advancing
health-related SDGs to improve the health of women and girls, including adolescents, in particular
their sexual and reproductive health and rights?

Clean Economic Growth and Climate
Change
While extreme poverty has decreased over the past
number of years, sustainable economic growth is
required to ensure continued success in poverty
eradication. Global Affairs Canada has recognized
that economic growth must not only benefit the
poor, and especially women, youth and marginalized groups, but must also be socially and environmentally responsible. While private sector investment has a role to play in fostering growth, GAC
must find innovative ways to promote small business growth and entrepreneurism. Job creation must
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also emphasize environmental sustainability, including food
security within the agricultural sector and sustainable urban
planning, energy, and transportation.
GAC plans to build partnerships across sectors, including resource sectors of energy, forestry, agriculture, and water, and
it is vitally important that they partner with CSO actors working within those sectors. Many of ACGC’s members focus on
environmental protection, as well as clean energy, sustainable
infrastructure, access to safe water, and providing economic
opportunities that work with, instead of against, sustainable
development. ACGC members can provide a significant
amount of expertise in sharing with GAC their ideas and recommendations on ensuring economic growth without compromising the environment. GAC will be seeking innovative ideas
centred on new technologies in this issue area. CSOs are flexible and adaptive, and ACGC anticipates that our members can
provide important recommendations on ways to improve innovation for clean economic growth and combatting climate
change.
Discussion points:
Where has Canada added value in promoting clean sustainable economic growth?
How can Canada support developing countries to mitigate
and adapt to climate change?
Are there niche areas within climate and environment (e.g.
water, biodiversity, land use, agriculture, energy) where Canada could further focus its international assistance?

Governance, Pluralism,
Diversity, and Human Rights
Governance projects are an important part of the Government
of Canada’s development assistance policies, and Canada has
been fairly vocal on the protection of human rights abroad.
Additionally, by Canadian law, official development assistance must go to projects and programs that are compatible
with international human rights standards. Canada identifies as
a bilingual and multicultural democratic society, and the government sees our diversity as a strength. Global Affairs Canada seeks to promote inclusive governance that celebrates diversity of citizens.
There is room for growth, however. ACGC promotes a rightsbased approach to development that is people-centred and
democratic. ACGC members aim to undertake development
work that follows the Istanbul Principles for Development
Effectiveness, which include promoting human rights and social justice, and ensuring that development is grounded in solidarity and sustainability. Global Affairs Canada should seek to
adopt a right-based approach to development, which engages
CSOs who are already practicing methods of development that
entrench human rights and sustainability.
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Discussion points:
How can Canada best help implement Goal 16 of the 2030
Agenda-to promote peaceful and inclusive societies, provide access to justice for all, and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels?
How can Canada promote inclusion, advance respect for
diversity, and uphold human rights?
In what areas of governance can Canada's international
assistance have the most impact?

Peace and Security
International peace and security are undermined by state
instability and fragility. Global Affairs Canada provides
development assistance that helps foster peace through
addressing root causes of instability, including gender inequality, limited opportunities for youth, and weak institutions. Currently, the Ministry of National Defence is considering ways to work with GAC to further support peace
and security through international assistance. This includes
a renewed commitment to UN peace operations and humanitarian and development support.
Canada’s international development policies must support
peaceful and just societies, and work with communities to
address root causes of instability. Many ACGC members
have worked in regions that have experienced instability,
and our members have provided opportunities for youth
and women to participate more fully in economic, civic,
and political life. This expertise and experience should be
used by GAC to enhance their ability to promote and engage in projects that support peace-building and inclusive
societies, to pre-emptively provide opportunities for stability to achieve peace abroad.
Discussion points:
What specific strengths should Canada build upon to respond to peace and security challenges?
How can Canada align its international assistance efforts
in peace and security with international approaches, including the 2030 Agenda?
What kind of international assistance partnerships should
Canada pursue to achieve its peace and security goals?
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Responding to Humanitarian Crises and the
Needs of Displaced Populations
Humanitarian crises, natural disasters, and the effects
of climate change are displacing more and more people around the world. GAC recognizes that countries
that are vulnerable, including those that are strained
by hosting large numbers of displaced persons, need
sustainable support.
GAC has stated that donors must engage with a broad
range of partners, especially local partners in regions
that are affected by humanitarian crises. ACGC members that have experience working in these regions are
well-connected to the community, have built relationships, and have a good understanding of political and
social context within these areas. This is a key opportunity for GAC to utilize this expertise, and support
CSOs that are able to navigate these complex situations. Small and medium-sized organizations especially can operate with a high level of flexibility in changing environments. However, this must be supported
by GAC through more sustainable and predictable
funding, and trust in the expertise and ability of CSO
partners.
Discussion points:
How can Canada support
needs-driven, effective and
timely responses to humanitarian crises with predictable yet
flexible support?
How can Canada better support the protection of vulnerable populations in crises and
strengthen respect for humanitarian principles?
How can we facilitate more comprehensive and coordinated responses to better meet the needs of populations affected by crises and optimize the impact of
humanitarian, development and peace and security
initiatives?

Delivering Results
The Government of Canada states that reaching an
official development assistance commitment of 0.7%
of Canada’s gross national income is unrealistic in the
current economic climate. Instead, GAC is considering how best to deliver results with the current development assistance envelope. To achieve this, GAC is
looking to improve effectiveness and transparency,
find innovative and effective solutions, and develop
new partnerships.
Small and medium-sized development organizations

(SMOs) have much to gain as GAC reconsiders its
aid policies. Innovation and effectiveness are inherent in SMOs that work with local communities to
find sustainable and specialized solutions in complex situations. Further, SMOs often work with the
most vulnerable members of society - building relationships, empowering people, and working with
them to adapt development programs to meet their
unique needs.
GAC has stated in their IAR discussion paper that in
order to achieve the SDGs, multi-stakeholder partnerships need to involve civil society actors. GAC is
aware of the need to leverage the ideas, expertise,
and assets of development partners, locally and
abroad, and to develop flexible models of collaboration that recognize the vast assets, networks, and
resources that CSOs bring with them. ACGC sees
this as a key moment for civil society and small and
medium-sized organizations to contribute to the
conversation. ACGC members have incredible
skills, creativity, and expertise, and can be important players in the future of Canadian international cooperation.
Discussion points:
What concrete steps could Canada take to make its
international assistance delivery approaches and
mechanisms more efficient, effective and innovative?
How can we promote greater coherence between
our development, trade and diplomacy efforts?
How can Canada foster development innovation?
Which organizations, communities, coalitions or
partnerships should Canada work with? How best
can we work with them to deliver our international
assistance objectives?
How can we engage a wider range of partners to
leverage the resources and expertise necessary to
achieve the sustainable development goals?
How can we enhance broader engagement of Canadians in our international assistance efforts?
Are there additional tools or mechanisms that Canada should add to enable it to deliver international
assistance more innovatively? How can current
approaches and mechanisms be strengthened?
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How Will the IAR Consultation Work?
The consultation is open to participation
by Canadians and international
stakeholders at http://bit.ly/1THPt5d.
There is an option to use an online
feedback form, which provides
questions and comment boxes in which
to provide answers. You can also
submit an email response to:
IAReview.ExamenAI@international.gc.
ca,
or send mail by post to:
IA Review
Development Policy Planning Division
Global Affairs Canada
125 Sussex Drive
Ottawa, ON K1A 0G2
ACGC will be contributing to the
consultation in three major ways.
Firstly, we will be developing a
submission with the thoughts, ideas, and
considerations of our member and
partner organizations. This will occur
through in-person consultations in
Edmonton and Calgary which will also
be available by teleconference..
Secondly, ACGC will be contributing to
a submission by the Inter-Council
Network of Provincial and Regional
Councils for International Cooperation
(ICN). The responses from each of the
eight councils will be condensed in a
report providing a strong national voice
for small and medium-sized civil
society organizations across Canada,
which will then be delivered to Global
Affairs Canada. Thirdly, ACGC will

contribute to a submission by the
Canadian Council for International
Cooperation.
ACGC encourages our members and
interested individuals to provide their
input in up to three ways:
1. Attend a consultation in Calgary or
Edmonton.
The Edmonton consultation will take
place on Thursday, June 16th (time and
location to be announced). Members in
the Edmonton area can attend in person,
and teleconference information will be
provided for members who wish to
participate remotely. During this
consultation, members will be able to
contribute to any of the six issue areas
that they feel most applies to their
development work. Note takers will
keep record of the discussion, which
will then be collected and collated.
The Calgary consultation will take place
on Saturday, June 25th (time and
location to be announced). Attending
will be Christina Buchan, Director of
Humanitarian Organizations and Food
Assistance, International Humanitarian
Assistance, and Karina Gould,
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister
of International Development. The
focus of the Calgary consultation will
be primarily on the issue area of
humanitarian crises; however, there will
be additional time for members to

www.acgc.ca
ACGC can be contacted at:
Suite 205, 10816A-82 Avenue
Edmonton, Alberta T6E 2B3
Phone: 780-988-0200 | Fax: 780-988-0211
info@acgc.ca

provide input on other issue areas as
well. This consultation will feature a
panel of experts on assistance during
humanitarian crises, followed by
breakout sessions in which attendees
will be able to contribute to the
discussion. Details on how to attend
these consultations will be provided by
email in the coming days.
2. Submit responses through our
Surveymonkey link.
ACGC has provided the questions asked
through the IAR consultations via
Surveymonkey, an online survey
software. Members can complete the
survey online at https://
surveymonkey.com/r/ACGC_IAR. This
will be compiled together with the input
collected through the Edmonton and
Calgary consultations. Members are
free to answer any of the questions that
they feel they have expertise on, and/or
are pertinent to their own work.
Responses must be submitted by June
20th.
3. Member organizations and
interested individuals can submit a
response directly to Global Affairs
Canada by July 31st.
Global Affairs Canada has provided an
online feedback form, which can be
filled out and submitted by any
interested person or organization. This
feedback will go directly to Global
Affairs Canada; if you only submit in
this way, your responses will not be
included with ACGC submissions.
You can access the online form at http://
bit.ly/1OYqw3W. Alternatively, you
can provide written responses by
sending an email or posted mail to the
addresses listed above.
ACGC encourages members to submit
their own organizational submissions
directly to GAC, as well as submit their
ideas to ACGC (through in person
consultations or Surveymonkey) to be
rolled up into the larger submissions.

Follow us on:

ACGC Connect is undertaken with the financial support of the Government of
Canada provided through Global Affairs Canada

If you have any questions, please
contact Chelsea at
chelsea@acgc.ca
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