Changing lives
around the globe
I N T E R N AT I O N A L D E V E LO P M E N T W E E K F E B . 3 - 9 , 2 0 1 3

A Calgar y Herald special feature in par tnership with the Alber ta Council for Global Cooperation

— Thinkstock photo

Working towards ending poverty, ACGC strives to achieve a peaceful and healthy world, with dignity and full participation for all.

Public
perception
on global
poverty
issues
One-third of Canadians
rank global poverty
(hunger in the world)
among the first, second
or third most concerning issues to them
globally. The economy,
wars/conflict, human
rights and environmental issues — all closely
linked to global poverty
— are also top of mind.
The majority of Canadians believe that reducing global poverty
will have impacts in
other areas, including
fulfilling human rights
obligations, improving
Canada’s international
reputation, reducing
global conflict, and
reducing the risks of
pandemics.
Canadians show more
optimism
towards the impact of
global poverty reduction than their U.S. and
U.K. counterparts. In
particular, 75% of Canadians believe reducing
global poverty will help
to fulfill human rights
obligations, while 56% of
U.S. residents and 55% of
U.K. residents believe the
same.

Fighting poverty
world-wide
By Jacqueline Louie
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educing poverty and
changing lives all across
the globe. This is the
driving goal of the Alberta
Council for Global Cooperation (ACGC), which is a coalition of over 70 organizations
and individuals that collaborate on common objectives.
From national non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
such as Oxfam Canada, to
smaller volunteer-run NGOs
such as World Fit for Children, these groups work in a
wide variety of areas, including food security, education,
emergency relief, health,
human rights and water and
sanitation.
“Non-profit organizations are
innovative and provide excellent value. The ability of Alberta
NGOs to make concrete change
is significant. Part of that is
because we are able to leverage
countless volunteer hours from
Albertans who are an incredibly generous group of people
and have a get-it-done attitude,”
says ACGC executive director,
Heather McPherson.
ACGC focuses on capacity
building for its members, by
providing training sessions,
materials and policy research.
The council advocates on
behalf of its membership with
the federal and provincial governments to ensure overseas

Non-profit
Yet the current direction of
foreign aid spending is going
organizations are down. “By 2014 we will have
set ourselves back by a decade.
innovative and
It has taken successive governprovide excellent ments years to build up our
aid levels and it is disappointvalue. The ability of ing to see those levels drop,”
says.
Alberta NGOs to McPherson
Because of this, ACGC’s role
is now more timely than ever
make concrete
says ACGC board chair, Paul
change is
Carrick. “There has been a
significant decrease in funding
significant.
to the Canadian International

ʼ

ACGC executive director, Heather McPherson

development assistance and
international development
policy are developmentally
sound. ACGC brings together
organizations to ensure they
are sharing information and
best practices.
The council also does public
engagement and global citizenship work with educators, for
example by providing curriculum resources for teachers and
working directly with students
to raise their awareness.
“It’s important for Albertans to be engaged in a wide
variety of causes. We have a
moral obligation to ensure that
every child has access to clean
water, that every woman has
access to safety, and that family
members have what they need
to be contributing members of
society,” McPherson says.

Development Agency (CIDA)
by the government — specifically decreased to the division
within CIDA that supports
Canadian voluntary sector
organizations,” says Carrick,
founder of CAUSE Canada,
an Alberta-based NGO with
a 30-year history of implementing poverty reduction
programs in West Africa and
Central America (cause.ca),
working in partnership with
CIDA. “NGOs need to come
together and proudly speak
up in defense of the excellence
of our work. We add tremendous value in terms of putting
a Canadian face on reaching
out to some of the poorest and
most marginalized people in
the world. When funding is
taken away from the voluntary
sector, the most vulnerable, at
risk people on the planet are
the ones who are hurt.”
http://www.acgc.ca

Source: http://icnpoll.ca

— Nic Abarca
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ACGC staff members collaborate on a public engagement project. Left to right: Joëlle
Badman, Connor MacDonald, Heather McPherson (standing), Lorraine Swift, Marilyn
Scott, Chris Chang-Yen Phillips (standing), Julia Price and Alec Stratford.

INSIDE

Nine-year-old
led by example
By Barbara Balfour
In the words of human rights activist Sally
Armstrong, “The worst thing you can do is nothing.” Coupled with stories of the hardships faced
by women in Afghanistan, it was those words that
spurred a nine-year-old to make life better for
other little girls in the war-torn country.
In 2007 after hearing Armstrong’s talk, Alaina
Podmorow, now 15, started Little Women for
Little women in Afghanistan (LW4LW), an organization in partnership with Canadian Women for
Women in Afghanistan.
LW4LW has since raised more than $400,000 to
train and provide salaries to teachers in Afghanistan,
purchase mobile library kits and school supplies, and
give women and girls access to education. It has also
mobilized other young girls to get involved for the
cause in 10 chapters across North America.
One of those girls
is Jemima Maycock,
who started the Banff
Organization:
chapter of LW4LW
Canadian Women when she was also
nine years old. Her
for Women in
mother, journalAfghanistan
ist Kendall Hunter,
Location:
had stumbled across
Afghanistan
Podmorow’s organization while researching
Mandate:
stories on the internet.
To advance edu“I am quickly
cation for women growing into the
role I want to be in
as a mom, and I was
fascinated by how a
nine-year-old could be
interested in things like this,” says Hunter.
“But I really didn’t have much to do with it
apart from informing my daughter about Alaina.
Jemima was really motivated when I told her, and
she literally hit the ground running with it.
“There’s something really empowering about
little girls helping other little girls.”
Every year, Maycock has raised about $1,500
through bake sales and raffles. She also encouraged Podmorow to take on an orphanage as one of
their funding recipients.
“I just think it’s great that we can help the less
fortunate in Afghanistan and appreciate how well
we are taken care of in this country.”
In Afghanistan when girls go to school, they are
afraid they might get shot at by the Taliban or get
acid sprayed in their face,” says Maycock, now 12.
The focus of the organization is about empowering women, says Podmorow’s mother, Jamie.
“It’s not just about educating the women but also
about educating the men too, so they come to realize that having a wife or daughter who is educated
will only bring positive things to their home and
community,” she says. “These girls have very high
and lofty dreams and I believe they can reach them
if they are given the opportunity to be educated.”
Alaina, who visited Afghanistan for the first time
last summer, says she plans to continue her work until
every girl in the country has the right to an education.
“We’d go into the schools where they were learning
science or math and we’d have the opportunity to
ask, ‘What do you want to be?’” she recalls.
“Every single girl stood up and was so proud to
say, ‘I want to become a teacher. I want to become a
doctor. I want to teach my sisters who did not have
a chance to go to school, to read and write.
“It was so empowering for not only myself but
also for my mom. It’s so easy to get caught up in
the negative, but if we look at the reality that we’re
making a difference, it makes us want to continue
in our work.”
http://www.cw4wafghan.ca
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THIRST FOR
CHANGE

GLOBAL
PRESENCE

RISK WORTH
TAKING

BUILDING
BRIDGES

It’s the Ripple
Effect and it’s
helping save the
world’s water.

ACGC members
make inroads at
home and around
the globe.

Group formed by
journalists and
professors fights for
Guatemalan rights.

Cochrane-based
company creates
stability for future
generations.

If you would like
to VOLUNTEER
or participate
in ACGC
events, visit
www.acgc.ca
or call
780-988-0200
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Message from the
Honourable
Heather Klimchuk
Minister of Culture
MLA for Edmonton - Glenora

As Albertans, we are blessed
to live in a province where our
quality of life is second to none;
to live in
a peaceful
nation
unscarred
by the
horrors of
conflict or
extreme
povHeather Klimchuk erty. As
citizens of this province and
this country, we have much
to be thankful for and much
for which we can be justifiably
proud.
Albertans are equally proud
to be citizens of the world and,
as demonstrated by the remarkable efforts of individuals and
international development
organizations throughout the
province, we take seriously our
responsibility to be a force for
positive change both at home
and abroad.
During International Development Week, February 3 – 9,
we recognize and pay tribute
to those who work tirelessly to
aid efforts aimed at achieving
sustainable human development and reducing the crushing
impacts of global poverty.
The Government of Alberta
is proud to join with nonprofit civil society organizations
and Albertans to combat the
individual challenges faced
by developing nations around
the world. With funding from
Community Initiatives Program
(CIP) International Development, this is accomplished
through a variety of projects
aimed at giving people the tools
to eventually meet their own
needs, as well as some emergency disaster relief. CIP International Development provides
financial support to as many as
80 international development
projects every year — support
that enhances the incredible
work of caring Alberta citizens
and organizations. This provincial program is ‘one of a kind’ in
Canada.
Whether you are a student
joining a team of volunteer
trades people to help build a
school, an educator volunteering your summer to travel and
share new teaching techniques,
or your organization provides
funds to support micro-credit
loans for women entrepreneurs,
Albertans are helping to change
lives and set a course toward
a brighter future for those in
developing nations. In doing so,
they bring honour to us all and
reinforce Alberta’s reputation as
a global leader in international
development.
During International Development Week, I encourage all
Albertans to explore opportunities to get involved — to be
a part of a global movement
to end poverty and share the
message of hope with those who
share our world.

— courtesy Hailee-Jean Lindgren

Hailee-Jean Lindgren at the Caring for Our Watersheds competition in May 2011.

The fight to save our water
ambassadors amongst their peers,”
says Sara Klimes, project officer
lean, fresh water is important with UNA-Canada, a not-for-profit
organization whose mission is to
to everyone, not just people
connect Canadians
living in developwith the work of
ing nations.
Organization:
the UN. (UNA“Whatever you’re doUnited Nations
Canada is not part
ing you can always use
of the UN).
less water,” says youth
Association in
“Even though
water ambassador Ayat
Canada
in
Canada
people
Saleh, 18, a participant
Locations:
think we have
in Ripple Effect (unacCalgary,
a lot of water, if
rippleeffect.ca), a youth
Edmonton
everyone uses
education initiative
Mandate:
water at the same
by the United Nations
Educating youth
rate we are now,
Association in Canada
we are going to
(UNA-Canada). Ripple
on global and
experience water
Effect includes two
local water
scarcity. There are
aspects: Calgary Current
issues
simple techniques
(water) and Clean Talk
that everyone can
(sanitation).
implement at home
Over the past four
every day to reduce their water
years youth ambassadors with the
impact. When you save water now,
Ripple Effect program have been
you don’t only save it for yourself,
educating Calgary youth on a varibut for later generations as well.
ety of global and local water issues.
Get involved — because we are all a
“It’s empowering and building the
part of the environment,” says Saleh.
capacity of local youth to become

By Jacqueline Louie
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COMMUNITY INITIATIVES PROGRAM

Community Initiatives Program
(CIP) international development grants
support Albertans in their humanitarian activities in Alberta and around the
world.
“Albertans have always shown a genuine concern for the needs of others,”
says Jackie Switzer, coordinator of CIP’s
International Development Grants, a
program of Alberta Culture.
The Alberta government has been
providing financial assistance to
developing nations since 1974. CIP’s
international development grants
provide financial assistance to small and
medium-sized Alberta-based nongovernment organizations (NGOs) in
order to meet Alberta’s commitment to
support people in developing nations
to become self-sufficient at meeting
their own needs. The international
development grants are intended to
match or supplement the donations that
Alberta citizens make to a wide range of
humanitarian projects.
CIP’s international development
grants match Albertans’ donations to
non-government organizations for
development projects overseas for
amounts ranging from $300 up to
$25,000 per year. Organizations funded
by CIP must have been in existence for
at least two full years and must show
they have successfully carried out previous international development projects.
Projects that are funded could include
anything from constructing school
washrooms, to installing solar energy, to
improving the quality of education, to
micro credit loans.
“There are so many different projects
that we provide funding for,” Switzer
says. “It’s really what Albertans care
about. We are the only provincial
program of its kind in Canada, which
demonstrates Alberta’s leadership
among other Canadian provinces.”

growing global citizens through
connecting them with the work of
the UN,” Klimes says.
The Ripple Effect is a very cool,
unique program, says youth water
ambassador, Hailee-Jean Lindgren,
18, a first year student at Thompson
Rivers University in Kamloops, who
is doing a Bachelor of Arts degree
with a major in communications
and new media.
“There are lots of different life
skills you can get out of working
with a group like this, because you
learn a little about diplomacy and
how to hear other people out and be
able to constructively criticize. That’s
a skill I use all the time, every day.
It’s not just about the idea — sometimes it’s about how you present the
idea. Working with a group like this
where you have interaction with
a lot of other people on a regular
basis, it’s really important to know
constructive, effective ways to get
your point across to other people.”
http://www.calgary.unac.org

CAWST

Helping Albertans
help the world
By Jacqueline Louie

And, notes Saleh, a first year student
in environmental sciences and economics at the University of Calgary,
people don’t need to join an organization or club to make a difference.
“If everyone takes care of what they
are doing and how they are using
resources, I think we’re all going to
be well-off in the end,” she says.
Ripple Effect youth ambassadors
participate in a variety of community events including the Mayor’s
Environment Expo and youth water
summits. The group hosts workshops and action days, and has
worked with local experts to restore
riparian areas along the Bow River
with native shrubs and plants. This
past December the Ripple Effect
helped mark Human Rights Day in
collaboration with St. James school’s
Grade 9 Global Leadership class
with a one-day conference in Calgary celebrating the human right to
clean water and basic sanitation.
Ripple Effect’s goal is to get
Alberta youth thinking about issues
and then acting on them. “It’s about

In addition, some groups are able to
maximize the funding they receive from
CIP by going to the Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) for
a matching contribution.
Despite CIP’s small budget — approximately $1.1 million annually — the
program has a far-reaching impact.
“Organizations are able to do so
much,” Switzer says, noting that CIP
helps between 70 to 80 organizations
per year on average. In 2011 to 2012,
Albertans donated more than $5 million
to Alberta NGOs, which then applied
to CIP International to support projects
overseas.
In addition to providing funding for
humanitarian programs, CIP International Development also provides emergency disaster relief funds for disasters
that occur outside of Canada on a case
by case basis to eligible NGOs. Over the
past several years, CIP has provided approximately $6.7 million to assist people
in the aftermath of disasters such as the
Japan earthquake and tsunami, the Haiti
earthquake, Philippines flood relief, and
African famine relief.
CIP reinvests revenues generated
from provincial lotteries to support citizens and community organizations, as
they work together to meet community
needs. CIP funding includes two other
categories, both focused on community
initiatives within Alberta:
n Project-based grants, which provide financial assistance for community
organizations for such things as purchasing equipment, building facilities,
or doing renovations; hosting, travel,
special events, new programs or special
funding, for example, disaster requests
within Alberta;
n Operating grants provide financial assistance to registered non-profit
organizations in Alberta, to enhance
organizations’ ability to operate and
deliver services to the community.
http://culture.alberta.ca/cip/default.
aspx

Business and NGOs
working hand-in-hand
By Jacqueline Louie
Alberta businesses and non-profit
organizations are working together
to improve people’s lives around the
world. It’s an approach that benefits
some of the world’s most vulnerable
people and it can be good for business
too.
The Centre for Affordable Water
and Sanitation Technology (CAWST)
provides a mechanism for companies
to express their social values in a way
that is beneficial to business on many
different levels.
CAWST is a non-profit organization providing professional services in
water, sanitation and hygiene to organizations working with people without
access to clean water or basic sanitation in developing nations worldwide.
One of CAWST’s supporters is
McMillan-McGee Corp., a Calgarybased environmental remediation
company that cleans contaminated
soil and groundwater sites worldwide
using in situ thermal remediation
(heating unclean dirt with electricity to
increase the dirts temperature, which
cleans it). McMillan-McGee is a patron
of CAWST, providing funds to help
CAWST carry out its work around the
globe.
“It’s absolutely amazing,” says
McMillan-McGee president and CEO,
Bruce McGee, PhD. “CAWST provides
clean water in areas of the world where
clean water is not available. They reach
out to local communities, teaching
them how to use the technology they
developed in Calgary to purify water
for human consumption. They take
water that is harmful to humans and
convert it into potable water.”
McMillan-McGee is a corporation
with a social conscience, and communicates that message to its employees
by supporting organizations it believes
in. “We are investing in organizations

AN EVENING WITH

that provide a health and economic
benefit to those parts of the world
that are not as advantaged as we are. It
communicates to the employees of our
company that we are socially aware, we
are a company that has a culture that
cares about social issues, and that we
are good corporate citizens,” McGee
says.
“We try to do our part. I think that
companies need to have values, just
like people have values. Some of those
values are not just business values, but
also social values.”
It’s intriguing when Alberta-based
businesses such as McMillan-McGee
see an opportunity to make a difference on a global scale, notes CAWST
CEO Shauna Curry, P.Eng.
“So often individuals and businesses look solely at home for their
social investments and only in the
community in which they work. But a
number of businesses and companies
in Calgary have really enabled CAWST
to have the reach we have, by believing in us, investing in our mission and
mandate, and seeing the opportunity
as a company to make a difference in
the world.”
When a company invests in a
charitable cause locally, it will enjoy a
local profile, which has a direct benefit
back to the company. But in the case of
CAWST, the impact is overseas.
“For McMillan-McGee, their business is based in Alberta, so it doesn’t
have a direct, immediate benefit back
to them. There is something else that
is driving them,” Curry says. “It is
inspiring for me to be working with
businesses that recognize they have an
opportunity to contribute to the global
good. We are all in this world together,
and Alberta businesses see they are a
part of that whole and share that responsibility for having a social impact
internationally.”
http://www.cawst.org

Canadian Women for
Women in Afghanistan

AMANDA LINDHOUT

www.CW4WAfghan.ca

“A teacher is like a
candle that burns
to enlighten others”
Afghan Proverb

Internationally recognized humanitarian, public speaker, writer and activist Amanda
Lindhout will share her experience as a hostage in war‐torn Somalia and her message:
“FREEDOM IN FORGIVENESS”.
APRIL 13,2013 WESTLOCK, ALBERTA
Tickets $50
This is a fundraising event in support of Rainbow for the Future and
humanitarian development work in Ethiopia
For more information and tickets, contact Barbara:
780-349-5631 | rftf@rainbowftf.org | www.rainbowftf.org

L ANTERN FUND:
Te a c h e r Tr a i n i n g
for Afghanistan
D o n a t e To d a y

Join Us:

Because Human Rights
Are Universal !

CW4WAfghan Chapter Network:
Atlantic, Calgary, Edmonton, Grande Prairie, Kingston,
Oakville, Okanagan, Manitoba, Ottawa, Peterborough,
Saskatchewan, Vancouver, Victoria
National Office:
P.O. Box 86016 Marda Loop, Calgary, AB T2T 6B7
1 403 244-5625; Info@CW4WAfghan.ca
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Ceiba Association

— courtesy CEIBA Association

Past and present members of the Ceiba Association. Back row from left: Jessica Marsh, Stephanie Funtazn, Heidi Bergstrom, Andrea Church, Michelle Mahé. Front row from left :
Melissa St. Dennis, Trina Moyles, Christina Kuzyk, Leslie Prenoslo .

Project HOPE: Youth helping youth
By Cara Casey

I

t started as an initiative to provide Grant MacEwan students
the opportunity to foster sustainable development in Nicaragua.
Project HOPE (Hands Open to
People Everywhere) aimed to do so
with education, cultural exchange
and youth activism in a program
created by youth for youth.
However, the Edmonton college
was unsure they would be able to
support the project after 2010, so a
group of students banded together
to create the Ceiba Association.
Since then, this Albertan, grassroots

organization has worked hard to
inspire and lead local youth in its
international and local projects.
School teacher and Ceiba
volunteer and founder, Christina
Kuzyk believes the strength of the
organization is in its large variety
of initiatives focused both here and
abroad.
“Ceiba is run by youth, for youth
and it encompasses not only being
a global citizen but what that means
in your own community,” says
Kuzyk.
This year’s international project
involves raising over $70,000 to
build and stock two libraries in the

villages of San Andres and Yakalpanani in the Bosawas biosphere
reserve of Nicaragua. Local indigenous peoples currently don’t have
sufficient access to an education after Grade 8 and this project aims to
create access to literature for both
students and teachers. Within this
region, the Miskito and Mayagna
indigenous peoples have the highest
rates of poverty, malnutrition and
vitamin deficiencies in Nicaragua.
However, this story isn’t one
sided. Through working with the
local Nicaraguans, Ceiba has had
the opportunity to bring Rafael
Tellez Lazo, a Nicaraguan artist to

Edmonton to lead a mural project.
Five mural projects were undertaken after the previous trip to
Nicaragua and included “Painting
for Peace”, a mural painting project to create a cultural mosaic mural to be hung above the international centre of Grant MacEwan.
This collaboration and exchange
of ideas has led to a partnership
that is the mandate of the organization: cultural exchange, not
charity.
One of the original founders
and volunteers in the organization,
Michelle Mahé works not only on
the Project HOPE committee but

also educates local youth on what
opportunities are out there in international development.
“We want to empower people for
what they believe in,” says Mahé.
“I went to a class and had planned
on doing a workshop on water security and how we have to preserve
water but when I got there I saw
that the students were interested in
food and where food comes from.
We want to foster the idea in kids
that they can become involved in
whatever they want and we show
them other kids that are doing
exactly that.”
http://www.ceibaassociation.com/

U OF A GLOBAL EDUCATION PROGRAM

Striking a chord
By Jacqueline Louie

— courtesy Change for Children

Nicaragua Water project has helped over 75, 000 people in the country get clean water.

Alberta NGO earns United
Nations 2012 Prize
grassroots organizations that work closely
with communities, know the issues and
culture from the inside and are committed
When Change for Children staff told
to principles that include environmental
Alberta businessman Frank Flaman that
preservation and gender equality.
many girls in rural Nicaragua were not
“We carefully chose our international
going to school because they were spending
partners so we know they
most of the day collecting
are able to fully implement
water, he was willing to help.
projects of greatest need.
He is one of a number of
Organization:
Our partner in Nicaragua,
Albertans that have champiChange for
Centro Humboldt, for
oned the organization’s NiChildren
example is totally comcaragua Water Project over
Association
mitted to change for the
the past eight years; a project
Location: Alberta
people of Nicaragua – they
that earned a prestigious
are changemakers – it is
United Nations Equator
based
a privilege to work with
Prize in 2012 and has helped
Mandate:
them” says Lorraine Swift
over 75,000 people in NicaTo support the
of Change for Children.
ragua get clean water.
poor in their own
The Nicaragua Water
Nicaragua is the second
Project has had trepoorest country in the
process of orgamendous support from
Americas, second only to
nizing to improve
Albertans – CFCA’s other
Haiti. In the northwest requality of life
“partners”. Schools across
gion of Chinandega, it is a
the province have raised
dry drought-stricken region
money for wells and
where people regularly rely
businesses like the Flaon rivers – that frequently
man Group of Companies have played
dry out- or old contaminated wells that
a critical role providing the resources
regularly dry. Change for Children has
needed. With the expertise in Nicaragua,
supported projects in Nicaragua for the
Change for Children’s development expepast 35 years. It doesn’t have offices in
rience and this support, the results have
Nicaragua, or any of the countries where
been extraordinary. Candida Escalante,
it works, but instead works with local
By Shelaine Sparrow

a 36-year-old woman from the village of
Santa Teresa, Nicaragua explains, “Now
that we are not spending all of our time
looking for and collecting water for our
families, we have more time for exercise,
more time to spend with our children
and more time for food production.”
Since her community received a water
well in 2008, Candida’s world began to
change. She received training in resource
management, leadership and water advocacy as part of the project. She travelled
to Managua to represent women from
rural Nicaragua to lobby the government
for better access to clean water and, with
time freed by the easy access of the water
well, Candida organized the region’s first
all-female baseball league. Water changes
everything.
Here in Canada, Change for Children
supporters like Frank Flaman, who visited
the project in person, it is simple: “Everyone needs water.” Change for Children is
now working with Flaman’s to ship a well
drilling rig to Nicaragua for the next phase
of the project. Swift adds, “With continued
support from Albertans, this project will
continue to transform many lives. Girls will
be freed from needing to find water and be
able to get an education and participate in
society like we have seen with Candida.”
http://www.changeforchildren.org

The University of Alberta’s
Global Education Program was
designed to cultivate global
citizenship on campus, inspiring and preparing students as
the next generation of leaders to
tackle critical global issues.
The program, which educates
not only students, but also the
university community and the
public about global issues, features
year-round programming including lectures, conferences, book
launches, exhibitions and intercultural training.
It’s part of the U of A’s international branch, which recruits
international students, and helps
Canadian students who are heading overseas for education and
internships. Together with other
university departments, the Global
Education Program helps develop
educational programs on campus
and in the community.
The program’s signature event
is International Week — the U of
A’s largest annual extra-curricular
educational event, which takes
place in late January each year.
Yishuai Chew got involved in
the Global Education Program
after applying for a part-time
job as a Global Education program assistant.
A foreign student at the time,
he was looking to earn some
extra cash while earning his engineering degree. While money
was his main reason for taking
the job, he came away with a
great deal more. Being a part of
the Global Education Program
gave him the ability to consider
issues from other perspectives
and to put himself in someone
else’s shoes.
“We humans are a selfish lot
by default. We tend to only care
about issues when it affects us
directly,” explains Chew, 29.
“My experience taught me to
seek to understand others better.
This included the very people
I worked with at the Global Ed
Program and the International
Centre, because I came from a
very different background.”
“A lot more effort goes into the
program than it appears from the
outside. It isn’t easy trying to reach

out and educate people on issues
that are out of people’s everyday
lives. So long as the people in
the Global Ed Program continue
doing what they do, only then will
people have a chance to see and
hopefully become more aware
of what is going on in the world,”
says Chew.
Attending a Global Education
Program event can provide people
with an excellent opportunity to
learn. “Certain issues may strike a
chord within you, and if not, then
at least you would have increased
your general knowledge of the
world,” Chew says. He would
like people to learn more about
programs like this, and open their
hearts and minds.
Chew, who obtained a degree
in materials engineering from the
University of Alberta in 2007 has
worked at his family-owned oil
mill in Malaysia, which produces
crude palm oil from fresh fruit
harvested from oil palm trees, for
many years. He also manages a
palm oil nursery and a small development company in Malaysia.
Last year, he started a construction
firm. He also manages a 200-acre
palm oil plantation.
Chew applies what he learned
from U of A’s Global Ed Program
in his life today. The main lesson:
“the basic principles of humanity,”
he says. “The whole experience
opened up my eyes and made me
realize that my life has been very
fortunate. This experience made
me reflect from within, made
me appreciate the finer details in
life, making me a much happier
person.”
In Malaysia, foreign workers
_ with exception of professional
expatriates — are regarded
as lesser beings, according
to Chew. “The situation has
improved over the years, but
there’s still a lot to be done.
At my work, I start by treating them with dignity. To me,
they’re all equals.. I have made
the effort to tell new Malaysian
employees during their first
day at work that the locals and
foreigners here are all good
workers, and that our company
has zero tolerance for mistreating anyone.”
http://globaled.ualberta.ca
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Putting ACGC on the World Map
The Alberta Council for
Alberta Council for Global

Peru
Light Up The World (LUTW) implements projects that provide sustainable
energy solutions to communities not connected to the electrical power grid.
Since 2010, LUTW has worked with Peruvian partner organizations to
implement 13 solar projects, bringing clean electricity to more than 13,000
people in homes and community institutions. These projects — a catalyst
for sustainable community development — improve families’ well-being by
helping them transition from burning expensive, toxic fuels and using disposable batteries. LUTW invests in people, and builds the capacity of local
partners and community members to manage projects over the long term.

Cooperation (ACGC) is a coalition of voluntary sector organizations located in Alberta,
working locally and globally
to achieve sustainable human
development. it works towards
ending poverty and achieving a
peaceful and healthy world.

Jo

Mennonite
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programs w
greater und
projects in
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Website: m

Website: http://www.lutw.org

Ghana

Sou

For more than 50 years, CHF has been empowering
some of the world’s poorest families to build sustainable livelihoods. Since 2000 CHF has been working
with the rural poor in northern Ghana to increase
their food security by improving farming techniques,
keeping livestock healthy and identifying, and taking
advantage of new sources of income. CHF partners
with local organizations to help farmers gain access
to the resources they need, to ensure it has a lasting
impact in the community.

Keiskamma
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Website: kei

Website: http://www.chf-partners.ca

Empowering impoverished women
through micro-business loans

‘

Micro-finance is a
very simple idea.
What we do is
issue them loans,
based on the
idea of social
collateral. As long
as repayments
are kept up, it
keeps a group or
a village in good
standing.

ʼ

Sarosh Rizvi, executive director
of Kleos Micro-finance Group

By Jacqueline Louie

W

ith just a small amount
of funding support from
abroad, women are maximizing its potential for their families
and communities, in the Gulu
district of northern Uganda.
Calgary-based Kleos Microfinance Group (Kleosmfg.org) issues
micro-loans to villagers in the Gulu
district, which is situated near the
South Sudanese border.
About three-quarters of the loans
it makes are to women, who are
given priority to develop or build
businesses as a way to escape from
poverty. The majority of the funding goes to women who are selling
fruits, vegetables and fish at local
markets. Kleos has also made microloans to roadside eatery operators
and to people selling charcoal, which
is the region’s main fuel for cooking
and heating.
A not-for-profit organization,
Kleos was founded in 2012, with
the first loans going out last March.
Kleos has issued approximately 70
loans, directly affecting anywhere
from 300 to 350 people.

repayment rates above 99 per cent,
“I always wanted to work in
which is better than hoped for. It’s
international development,” says exbeen small scale so far by design say
ecutive director, Sarosh Rizvi, who
Rizvi, but he hopes that Kleos will
graduated from the University of
grow significantly by working with
Calgary in 2006 with a political sciother groups and exence degree, and
panding to other regions
co-founded Kleos
in Uganda.
several years later
Organization:
To help those in need,
with a partner,
Kleos MicrofiKleos partners with
who is based in
nance Group
other organizations
Vancouver.
Location:
from the ground up.
“Micro-finance
South Sudan;
Montreal-based Beads
is a very simple
Uganda
of Awareness is one of
idea,” Rizvi notes.
them (Beadsofaware“People already
Mandate: Imness.org).
have their own set
proving living
A social business
of expertise. It’s
conditions for
working to increase
more about giving
people around
awareness about
them capacity, as
the globe in
alternative developopposed to just
greatest need
ment in Africa, Beads
giving aid. These
of economic
of Awareness purare people who
chases jewelry made
can’t get tradiassistance.
by artisans in Uganda,
tional loans on
which helps support
their own — they
micro-finance initiadon’t have collateral. What we
tives in developing nations. Beads
do is issue them loans, based on the
of Awareness invests 50 per cent
idea of social collateral. As long as
of its profits in development
repayments are kept up, it keeps a
projects led by its members and
group or a village in good standing.”
other organizations in northern
So far, things are excellent, with

Uganda’s Gulu district.
Beads of Awareness helps women’s groups in Uganda develop
long term solutions to challenges
they are facing, partnering with
many of the same groups that
Kleos does.
“Though the war is over, women
are still very much a vulnerable,
marginalized group in Uganda,”
says Beads of Awareness executive
director, Thomas Prince, who is
doing a master’s degree in cultural anthropology at Concordia
University.
Beads of Awareness is currently
a partnership between Prince and
Laura Schnurr. Over the long term,
they hope that Beads of Awareness
will potentially become a businessoriented model. Currently, most of
the people who make up Beads of
Awareness are students.
In the near term, “we are hoping to get into more places,” says
Prince, who grew up in Calgary,
and would welcome inquiries from
Calgarians interested in getting
involved in Beads of Awareness to
develop a Calgary chapter.
www.kleosmfg.org
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p

ordan

e Central Committee (MCC) is a relief, development and peace organization that partners with agencies and communir 50 countries. In Jordan, peace building is an important part of MCC’s work. MCC partners run workshops and school
with Christians and Muslims, generating dialogue between people in the Middle East and in North America to build
derstanding. MCC also provides relief and support for Syrian refugees, as well as sustainable water and agricultural
n low-income communities. In Alberta, MCC supports the work of its partners in Jordan through fundraising, educaport programs, bridge-building work between Muslims and Christians, and cross-cultural peace-building sessions.

mccalberta.ca

Kenya
One Child’s Village: A Global Orphans Foundation is a nongovernmental, non-religious, not-for-profit society of volunteers,
which supports orphans in the developing world who have been
affected or infected by HIV/AIDS. One Child’s Village seeks to
create the conditions necessary for orphans’ physical, emotional,
mental and spiritual well being by providing education, health
care, clean water, security and developing self-sustaining outcomes. The Foundation’s current focus is its school of more than
200 Kenyan orphans in the Nairobi slum of Kawangware. The
Foundations ’s overseas projects are coupled with educational
activities in Alberta schools to encourage children to embrace
the values of cultural understanding and global friendship.
Website: onechildsvillage.org/indexasp

uth Africa

Canada, an Edmonton-based charitable foundation, supports the work of Keiskamma
re than 40 villages in the Eastern Cape of South Africa, an area deeply affected by HIV/
overty. By raising funds, awareness and volunteers, the Canadian foundation helps
Trust offer AIDS treatment, an income-generating fabric art cooperative, organic
after-school care for orphans and vulnerable children, a music academy, and other
o restore lives devastated by the epidemic. In Edmonton, Keiskamma Canada often
aisers, exhibits and sales of fabric art produced by its associates in South Africa.

iskammacanada.com

Canmore couple’s efforts raise
$45 million for good CAUSE
By Colleen Biondi

P

aul and Bev Carrick left Canada to work abroad in 1976 and
never looked back. Once they
returned to home soil they pledged
to find support, through traditional
agencies and funding groups, for the
projects they’d been involved with.
When those efforts failed, they did
what had to be done — they started
their own agency to fund the good
work of international development.
Thus CAUSE (Christian Aid for
Under-Assisted Societies Everywhere) Canada was born in 1984.
Based in Canmore, its work involves
self-help projects in Central America
and West Africa which are aligned
with the Millennium Development
Goals (established following the
Millennium Summit of the United
Nations in 2000 and with a deadline
of 2015 in place), particularly those
related to universal primary education for girls and empowerment of
women. The agency has raised $45
million since its inception and “is
still going strong,” says Paul, who
is the agency’s director of special
projects.

their businesses and take them to
CAUSE Canada is involved in
the next level. In addition, it gave
myriad work, from children’s issues
2,900 women $356,000 in small
to carbon offsetting to sustainable
micro-loans (from $75 to $150,
agriculture. One of its larger projects
which would be paid back in three
has been a five-year initiative funded
months), allowing
by the Canadian
them to leverage
International DevelopOrganization:
these skills even
ment Agency (CIDA)
CAUSE Canada
more effectively.
and designed to boost
For example, one
the economic stability
Location: In dewoman bought a pig
and security of rural
veloping nations
and sold the piglets,
women.
around the world
managing to double
This project, called
including West
her money. Another
the Women’s Integral
Africa
purchased a huge
Empowerment ProMandate: To
vat of kerosene and
gram (WIEP) offered
empower comsold it off in smaller
literacy, leadership
amounts and, still
and business training
munities and
another, purchased
to over 7,000 adult
individuals in
a larger stall to conwomen in Hondudisadvantaged
tain and sell more
ras, Guatemala and
regions to overproduct.
Sierra Leone. “These
come poverty
Money generated
women were already
from business profits
entrepreneurial,
might be used to buy
making things and
a new tin roof or send
selling them in the
three daughters to school in addition
marketplace,” says Bev, who is the
to a single son. “It is about giving
executive director of CAUSE Canwomen a voice in their communiada. But WIEP offered skills and
ties and helping them improve their
strategies, like basic accounting
and business plan models, to build quality of life,” adds Bev.

‘

“The results are dramatic.”
Paul and Bev have seen firsthand (they regularly visit project
sites to assess impact and hear
new stories) how modest gestures
result in profound changes. “Small
denominations, consistently and
over a long period of time, along
with training and respecting
people’s gifts, talents and their
own indigenous strategies, makes
a huge difference.”
Groups like ACGC are critically
important, says Paul.
The council offers opportunities to get together, to share ideas,
information and skills. This focal
point for collaboration and cooperation encourages joint proposals
for funding and working together
on the ground.
Its voice contributes to the
national dialogue via membership
with the Canadian Council for International Co-operation (CCIC).
It promotes understanding and
respect, working together and supporting the larger picture.
“That is the spirit of what
drives us.”
http://www.cause.ca

Small denominations, consistently
and over a long
period of time,
along with
training and respecting
people’s gifts,
talents and their
own indigenous
strategies, makes
a huge
difference.

ʼ

Bev Carrick, executive director
of CAUSE Canada
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— courtesy True Vision Ghana

Establishing sex education in schools is one way True Vision Ghana is helping to combat HIV/AIDS in the country.

‘

Fighting HIV/AIDS with education, and more
The major goals
are definitely to
become more
self-sufficient and
less reliant on
donor money.
We want to make
sure that we can
run programs
that generate income as well as
helping people
we want to help.

M

ʼ

Meghan Vesey, True Vision Ghana

Faustina Vimariba on her trip, a meeting that inspired Vesey to do more for
the organization when she returned.
eghan Vesey was just makTwo subsequent trips to the country,
ing conversation when she
home to an estimated 170,000 HIV/
mentioned during dragon
AIDS orphans, have
boat racing that she
added to both her sense
and her husband were
of the challenges facing
going to visit Ghana
Organization:
True Vision Ghana,
after their 2007 wedTrue Vision
and her desire to help
ding. But amidst this
Ghana
overcome them.
seemingly idle chatter,
Location:
“I know who’s runsomeone spied an
ning the organization in
opportunity: a chance
Northern
Ghana, so I have a really
for her to help an orGhana
personal thing. I’ve seen
ganization working to
Mandate:
the region where all
help children affected
Working with
the kids live, so I know
by HIV/AIDS.
what it’s like to live
“Someone talked
disadvantaged
there. And because my
to someone talked to
groups on HIV/
husband’s also from
someone and then I
AIDS issues
Ghana, it gives us a
just got this email one
more personal connecday saying “would you
tion to the place,” she
be interested in bringsays.
ing some crafts back
Although she’s also done some
to Canada from Ghana
work to raise awareness about HIV/
when you go to Ghana?” says Vesey.
AIDS in Ghana, fundraising has ocVesey was, and she went on to meet
True Vision Ghana’s executive director, cupied most of Vesey’s time with the
By Kenzie Love

ROTARY CLUBS

organization. By providing microfinancing and seed money to women
with HIV/AIDS, the organization
hopes the women will be able to afford
the required medicines without the
organizations support within the next
five years.
“The major goals are definitely to
make the community more self-sufficient and less reliant on donor money.
We want to make sure that we can run
programs that generate income as well
as helping people we want to help.”
As well as supporting people with
HIV/AIDS, however, which it also
does by providing food aid and
paying for AIDS orphans’ school
fees, True Vision Ghana is working
to lower infection rates. By helping
establish sex education clubs and
classes in schools, and a monthly
radio show on HIV/AIDS issues, the
organization hopes to educate youth
about the disease and encourage
them to speak about it openly.
Preventing youth infection is one of
the three planks, along with eliminating mother-to-child transmission and

combating stigma, of the Ghanaian
government’s HIV/AIDS strategy.
Although this approach is credited
with helping to improve the situation,
the country’s prevalence rate fell to 1.5
per cent, the lowest in West Africa,
Vesey acknowledges there’s still work
to be done.
“It’s just something where progress
is happening slowly and we’re trying
to change people’s attitudes towards
sex and sex education,” she says, “and
sometimes that’s really hard to do.”
In the meantime, however, Vesey
hopes to accomplish some of the
organization’s other goals, including
finding office space, partnering with
other organizations to better serve
people it can’t help itself, and being
able to help the children it supports
past age 18. But whatever obstacles
may stand in the way, the dedication
of her fellow volunteers keeps the
work enjoyable.
“It’s just really fun to work with
other people who are passionate and
committed.”
http://www.truevisionghana.org

SOMBRILLA

Bringing hope
Protecting human
and literacy to Belize rights in Guatemala
By Barbara Balfour

Over the past five years,
the work accomplished by
the Rotary Clubs of Western
Canada to improve education
and literacy in Belize has taught
many lessons to its volunteers,
students and teachers.
Working in partnership with
the Rotary Club of Belize and
the country’s ministry of education has taught them a valuable
lesson about bringing hope to
others and empowering leaders
who care about their kids and
communities, says Jackie Hobal,
chair of the Belize Literacy
Program and a member of the
Rotary Club of Athabasca.
“So little can make such a big
difference; we have so much to
offer, so much to learn,” says
Hobal. “Our world will not be
a peaceful place until all of our
global neighbors have literate
and educated citizens.”
Rotary District 5370, which
includes 2,400 Rotary members
in 61 clubs located north of
Wetaskiwin in Alberta, as well
as in Saskatchewan, B.C. and
the Northwest Territories, has
maintained an informal relationship with Belize for over 12
years. They chose to focus on
Belize because it’s an Englishspeaking country, relatively
safe, and where literacy rates are
poor, dropout and poverty rates
are high, and more than 70 per
cent of secondary teachers have
no formal education or training.
In 2008 they launched a
program which involved fund-

By Kenzie Love

— courtesy Rotary Club

Teacher learners in Belize.
raising and grants totaling over
one million dollars. Along with
thousands of volunteer hours
logged by Canadian teacher
members, the funds helped
provide professional development support for primary
teachers, develop and revise
the primary mathematics and
science curricula, and integrate
technology into classrooms
and schools, increasing access to teaching and learning
resources.
The program will continue
to 2016 with additional grant
support totaling $1.5 million. In
addition, individual Rotary clubs
are adopting Belizean schools to
provide additional support in the
form of facility upgrades, playgrounds and other resources.
The success stories are
numerous — more than 450
Belizean teachers have received
training, small computer labs
complete with internet connections were installed in 22 village
schools, and teachers in remote
communities have whole-

heartedly embraced the online
teaching and learning programs
that will result in improved
academic achievement.
“We didn’t go into Belize and
say, ‘We’ll address literacy rates
the way we do it in Canada,’”
says Lynne Paradis, who has
spearheaded another literacy
development project in Belize
called Literacy Alive which is
being supported by the Rotary
Club of Red Deer.
“We worked with the ministry of education to co-create
a model that would work for
Belize, got their support and
involved their school principals.
“Then we took this shared
understanding of what could
work and turned it into a
well-articulated program with
clear parameters and a sense of
longevity. Making a difference
within an entire system is what
drives me to keep going back to
Belize. We’re building the capacity of Belizean people to solve
these issues and to succeed.”
www.rotary.org/

When John Chan joined Sombrilla, he
knew it would involve helping Latin Americans whose lives were at risk amidst the
violence plaguing the country of Guatemala.
He could scarcely have imagined, however,
that it would also mean risking his own.
A friend persuaded Chan to volunteer with Sombrilla shortly after its 1985
founding by former CBC journalist Lorne
Wallace. Originally consisting mostly of
journalists and professors, Sombrilla later
grew to include other groups, among them
postal workers and university students.
The organization’s initial focus was
sponsoring Guatemalan refugees targeted
by the country’s military and paramilitary
forces, ultimately bringing more than 70
of them to Canada. But after a decade, the
persistent violence convinced Sombrilla’s
members refugee sponsorship alone was
insufficient and a new approach was
needed.
“From that point onward, the organization went through a major review and
decided to address the root causes of the
poverty and the humanitarian crisis in Central America by directly supporting human
rights protection projects in Guatemala and
El Salvador,” says Chan.
Guatemala’s humanitarian crisis resulted
from the American-backed “scorched earth”
policy of the early 1980s, in which the military had destroyed over 600 mostly Mayan
villages as part of the country’s decades-long
civil war.
The loss of their homes forced the Mayans
into the jungle, where they lived in constant
flight, the military continuing to pursue
them.
“For 14 years they were constantly
bombarded, chased by the military, and
constantly had to stay two steps ahead of
this military offensive,” says Chan.

“Kids (were) posted throughout
the mountain tops, ridges, tree tops,
acting as a sentry, monitoring the
military offensive rather than attending
school.”
Despite their precarious existence,
however, many of the estimated 50,000
internal refugees were willing to work with
Sombrilla to help it document the government’s human rights violations. Sombrilla’s
volunteers travelled to the country to gather
photos and eyewitness testimony on atrocities including torture and extra-judicial
killings.
Visiting Guatemala as part of the initiative in 1997, Chan became aware that the
government was watching Sombrilla’s
volunteers closely. Although he was being
followed by government officials, who
were also tapping the phone lines, he
didn’t anticipate the government would
target foreigners.
On his last day in Guatemala, two paramilitaries accosted him on the way back to
his hotel, shooting him in the leg and stealing his briefcase, which contained evidence
he’d gathered.
As he lay bleeding, Chan was touched
by the kindness of strangers who came to
his aid, summoning an ambulance to take
him to hospital, from which he was evacuated to Canada for emergency surgery.
Although he’s no longer involved with
Sombrilla, which continues to work for
healthcare, economic empowerment and
human rights in Guatemala and also in
Peru, he has no regrets about his involvement.
Except, he says, that it made him realize
how fortunate he was to be able to return
safely to Canada.
“My only regret is that my fellow Guatemalan colleagues didn’t have an escape
route.”
http://www.sombrilla.ca
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— courtesy Oxfam

In Badakhshan, Afghanistan, a woman in a kitchen garden grown with seeds from Oxfam.

‘

Food justice means support reaches need
By Colleen Biondi

W

hen you think of Oxfam
Canada, you might think
of an organization which is
affiliated with an international organization, offers humanitarian responses
to natural disasters, does long-term
development work in stable and lessthan-stable political environments, attempts to alleviate poverty and injustice
in over 20 countries and advocates for
systems which respect the basic rights
of individuals and communities. You’d
be right about that.
You might also envision a group
which sends 50-kilogram bags of rice,
beans or maize to countries whose
food supplies have been decimated
by typhoons, hurricanes, droughts or
earthquakes. You’d be wrong about
that.
“Oxfam rarely does food aid these
days,” says Ann Witteveen, manager of
the Humanitarian Unit at the Ottawabased agency, as it is more often
about people not having the means to
purchase food rather than lack of food
itself that is the problem (when food
is distributed by her agency, it is in

banking companies and Oxfam staff
conjunction with the United Nations
checking personal identification and
World Food Program).
ensuring a smooth, equitable and efInstead, the new wave of response
ficient process.
to calamities is cash transfers. Case in
In Afghanistan the money was
point: in 2011 the Afghan provinces
distributed in three
of Faryab and Badakhcategories: cash for
shan suffered a serious
work, cash for training
drought which wrecked
Organization:
and unconditional
harvests, resulting in
Oxfam Canada
cash grants.
increased food costs
Locations:
Financial supand decreased demand
port for work was
for local trade. Oxfam
In 20 countries,
paid to people who
Canada applied to the
including
participated in public
Canadian International
Afghanistan
work projects to get
Development Agency
Mandate:
the community back
(CIDA) for money to
Humanitarian
on its feet. Financial
conduct a market assessaid to alleviate
support for training,
ment, develop a distribupoverty and
which was especially
tion and monitoring
appreciated by women
system and distribute
injustice.
who face cultural barcash to 62,000 people in
riers related to workover 9,600 households.
ing, was paid to those
Financial support is
who took animal husbandry classes
used as individuals see fit
or sessions about treating diarrhea
— to buy milk or dried fish for their
or dehydration. Unconditional cash
families, salt to make food palatable or
grants were dispersed to those who
bars of soap to address hygiene issues.
were infirm, elderly or destitute.
It is distributed on-site in small enveFinancial transfers help restore
lopes or electronically via smart phones
self-determination. Affected citizens
or cards. It’s often dispensed with local

JOHN HUMPHREY CENTRE FOR PEACE AND HUMAN RIGHTS

become active participants in their own
welfare and realize changes for their
future.
Working with groups like ACGC is
mutually beneficial, adds Witteveen.
The provincial council offers capacitybuilding seminars and networking
opportunities for Alberta activists and
supporters.
Oxfam Canada participates in
ACGC projects like the recent podcast
series profiling the Istanbul Principles
for Development Effectiveness.
There is still much work to be
done. Changing weather patterns are
resulting in bigger and more devastating disasters with bigger impact.
Plus, educated people are moving to
the cities, so Oxfam Canada is now
working with slum environments and
people being displaced in urban settings. A current food justice campaign
is investigating policies and practices
supportive to farmers and the food
system globally.
“It is a chance to make a difference,”
says Witteveen. “I am turning my
privileged background into a positive
force for change.”
http://www.oxfam.ca

It is more often
about people not
having the means
to purchase food
rather than a lack
of food itself that is
the problem.

ʼ

Ann Witteveen, manager, Humanitarian Unit,
Oxfam Canada

‘

Shedding light on Alberta human rights
By Kenzie Love
For many Albertans today, human
rights can seem like an abstract
concept, even though the province
was home to landmark cases that
enshrined sexual orientation in the
Charter of Rights and Freedoms
and reaffirmed Canada’s hate speech
laws. Aware of this disconnect, the
John Humphrey Centre for Peace
and Human Rights wanted to create
a resource documenting the province’s history in this area. The result
was Alberta’s Human Rights Journey:
The Search for Equality and Justice.
Originally slated to mark the Universal Declaration of Human Rights’
60th anniversary, the book took longer to complete than anticipated, but
its publication this year, co-editor
Renée Vaugeois notes, coincides with
the 40th anniversary of the Alberta
Bill of Rights. Along with analyses of

the historical, legal and sociological
forces that have shaped human rights
in Alberta, the book includes interviews with participants in landmark
human rights cases and members of
the province’s human rights commission. The goal, Vaugeois says, was to
make the subject accessible.
“One of the key things we wanted
to do with the book was to put a
face to human rights,” says Vaugeois,
“because the things that are happening can be quite removed from the
average person.”
Many of the sources interviewed
for the book agreed that while Alberta has come a long way, the province’s human rights journey isn’t
over yet. Fil Fraser, who served as
Chief Commissioner of the Human
Rights Commission from 1989 to
1992, is proud of the commission’s
successes in taking on the Aryan
Nations and addressing issues of

sexual orientation during that time.
The province has also continued to
make progress on racial and gender
issues, he argues, while noting Aboriginal rights remains a concern.
While Alberta’s Human Rights
Journey is largely a look back, it
also aims to point the way forward
with recommendations and strategies. Aboriginal rights is definitely
an area needing attention, Vaugeois
agrees, along with the related issue
of children’s rights, significant
given the disproportionate number
of Aboriginal children in foster
care. The book also found growing
concerns about the commission’s
lack of accessibility to those who
can’t afford the costs associated
with filing complaints.
While mindful of these challenges, Vaugeois notes there’s
cause for optimism now that the
Human Rights Commission is part

of Alberta Justice, a more senior
ministry than its previous home
in Culture and Community Spirit.
She’s also heartened by the sense
the current government is more
“human rights friendly” than its
predecessors, under whom she
discovered while researching the
book, human rights commissioners were sometimes ousted for
their outspokenness. While the
politics of human rights was just
part of the book, Vaugeois believes
understanding it is critical to continuing Alberta’s journey.
“We looked at the legal developments and we looked at the more
sociological piece, but the politics
piece, that’s really going to be the
foundation if we’re going to move
forward on things and how we’re
going to move forward on this,” she
says.
www.jhcentre.org

One of the key
things we wanted to do with the
book was to put
a face to human
rights, because
the things that
are happening
can be quite removed from the
average person.

ʼ

Renée Vaugeois, co-editor of Alberta’s
Human Rights Journey: The Search for
Equality and Justice
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OPINION

Small NGOs
need consistent
funding to help
the world
By Lorne Jaques

I

n addition to the commitment of Albertans such as
those profiled here, as taxpayers we also transfer small proportions of our collective wealth
to some of the same impoverished places around the world.
This transfer is done by most of
the world’s wealthy countries
through Official Development
Assistance (ODA). Canadian
ODA is administered through
the Canadian International
Development Agency (CIDA).
The policies and philosophy
about how much, when and
where that money goes is closely
tied to the ideas of our political
leaders. The current minister
said recently that Canadian ODA
will focus more on trade, investment, commerce and the private
sector. In the past security, good
governance, youth, or maternal and child health have been
the primary influence of ODA
investments.
Long-serving international
humanitarians have seen political parties, ministers and CIDA
presidents come and go. They
have become accustomed to how
ODA sometimes enhances, and
other times diminishes, their
own efforts on-the-ground.
While often reluctant to speak
openly about their frustrations
for fear of “biting the hand” that
sometimes feeds them, many
organizations find that seeking and managing resources
that are administered by CIDA
to be burdensome. Smaller,
volunteer-driven organizations
that function with very low
administrative costs are torn. .
It can significantly multiply or
accelerate the outcomes of their
work. On the other hand, it can
feel like a devil’s bargain. It requires an enormous investment
of time and money from their
own scarce pools of volunteer
hours or donated funds to write
proposals. Then they must wait
interminably for results and if
successful, write reports, account for every penny and give
CIDA (and the government) the
credit. What happens instead
is that ODA gravitates toward
large multi-lateral agencies
like the United Nations or big
international non-governmental
organizations that can afford
to advertise on television and
have professional administrators. These organizations also
do excellent work abroad but
these trends of excessive central
control and favouring big remote
agencies is contrary to the values
of the thousands of Albertans
engaged in making the world a
better place. When Ottawa does
it for us we become sanitized
from the hunger, systemic poverty and hopelessness of much of
our world’s population.
While the shifting currents of
public policies and bureaucratic
practice related to ODA are
discouraging, the real issues are
the ones of consistency and sufficiency. Effective and legitimate
change that is also sustainable
takes time. That means that the
vision for development needs to
be stable and predictable over
decades rather than associated
with Canadian political cycles.
The commitment of more
ODA is also critical. It is currently inadequate to the complex challenges and far short of
the bold promises of the past.
Canada has never come close to
our rhetoric particularly when it
compares to the commitment of
individual Canadians. The world
has been through cycles of prosperity and recession but still the
number of people in, and at risk
of extreme poverty continues to
grow. We should be motivated
not only by our compassion but
a recognition that it is a problem
with global implications.
Current trends and financial
pressures mean that small local
organizations compete with the
big, centralized ones for ODA
that would multiply their impact.
Alberta’s NGOs could do even
more with a simpler, consistent
and more generous partnership
with those that control Canadian
official development assistance.
Dr. Lorne Jaques is an Associate
Professor for Graduate Studies
in International and Community
Development in the Faculty of
Social Work at the University of
Calgary. He has worked in communities, and with small and large
organizations, in more than thirty
countries as well as at the United
Nations in New York. Lorne is an
individual member of the Alberta
Council for Global Cooperation.
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Four Worlds Centre for Development Learning works in Pakistan to alleviate poverty and to build stability.
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By Colleen Biondi
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books from home to home by donkey
when the schools are closed or using
yak wool to make quilts or sweaters
for the community. “These people live
on less than $2 a day,” says Judie. “But
they know what matters and how to
find resources to make things work.”
n Strengthening. The village
councils and women’s groups become
the backbone for project work. Four
Worlds helps these groups to be
transparent, democratic and principled, to manage money, to work
collaboratively and cooperatively and
to channel the expertise and energy
of the community.
n Igniting a spark of hope. Bringing
ideas and inspiration to a community
gives them the message that someone
believes in them and their ability to
change their environment, says Judie.
The cultural and spiritual foundation
of a community (i.e. its music, poetry
and stories), also fuels its passion and
is a catalyst for its success.
The Bopps commend groups like
ACGC for informing Albertans about
international development, being a
hub of information sharing and for
influencing government policy.
They have committed their lives to
development work and want to contribute to the next generation’s contribution. “We want to build bridges for
young people and help them bring
their gifts to the world,” says Michael.
“The world that we leave behind for
our children and grandchildren is in
our hands.”
www.fourworlds.ca
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Physiotherapist founds school in Nepal
By Jacqueline Louie
Throughout her life, Grande Prairie
physiotherapist Mary Martin has been
a tireless advocate for others, helping
those less fortunate find their way to a
better future.
Martin, 64, lived for many years in
Nepal, teaching physiotherapy and
training Nepalis in physiotherapy,
among many other tasks — all as a
volunteer.
Looking back, Martin says she got
way more than she gave.
For instance, during her time abroad,
she gained a tremendous sense of
friendship with the Nepali people. “I
learned so much from them about
cultural differences. One of the things
I learned, is the depth of importance of
having really meaningful relationships.”
Living in Nepal also taught her to
marvel at the simplest things. For example, “the fact that we have electricity
(in Canada) all the time, and that we

have water we don’t have to carry, boil
and filter before we drink.”
Born in Montreal, Martin grew up
in Edmonton. In addition to being a
physiotherapist, she has also worked as a
teacher and as an occupational therapist.
She went to Nepal in 1983, sent by the
Dooley Foundation, a U.S. organization
that provides primary health care in
some of the world’s most impoverished
places. Martin lived in Nepal from 1983
to 1987, and taught physiotherapy at
Tribhuvan University in Kathmandu.
She returned to live and work in Nepal
from 2000 to 2009 under the auspices
of United Mission to Nepal, a Christian
development agency. She initially worked
on disability issues with United Mission
to Nepal. But that quickly morphed into
a variety of tasks. Among them: for about
five years, Martin headed up a team of 23
people working in eight areas: education, women and children, advocacy,
conflict transformation, food sovereignty,
enterprise development, disaster manage-

ment and organizational development.
During her stay in Nepal — supported by
Volunteer International Christian Service
— Martin also founded a physiotherapy
school at Kathmandu University. Her
goal, to improve physical rehabilitation
in Nepal by training Nepalis in how to be
physiotherapists.
“My passion is really sustainability,”
Martin explains, noting that the school
she founded is now run by Nepalis,
although she still helps out.
“That is such a joy to me. What you
want, is to try and work yourself out
of a job. The essence of good development is to grow people in their capacity
and in their abilities, so they can do it
themselves — whatever it is they see as
their need.”
Today, Martin is still very much
involved with helping others. In her day
job she works as a physiotherapist at the
Queen Elizabeth II Hospital in Grande
Prairie. And as a volunteer she promotes
the work of the Canadian Catholic Or-

ganization for Development and Peace
(CCODP), by sharing information and
coordinating advocacy.
“My background in Nepal and my
passion for what I call ‘good development’ is what has brought me to Development and Peace,” says Martin, who
has been the organization’s diocesan
representative since returning to Canada
in 2009.
Founded in 1968, Development and
Peace is the international development
organization of the Catholic Church
in Canada. Development and Peace
partners with grassroots and civil
society organizations in developing
nations around the world, working
through local partners. “It’s a super
organization,” Martin says. “They are
in it for the long haul, and their focus
is on sustainability and on capacity
building, which is absolutely crucial
to good development. They are very
much into solidarity with the people
of the global south.”

