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Bienvenidos

Mulishan

Students in Uganda



Who 
is 

this? Stephen 
Lewis

United Nations special envoy for HIV/ AIDS in Africa
Canadian ambassador to the United Nations

18 honorary degrees from Canadian universities
2003 Canadian of the Year (Mclean’s Magazine)

Time Magazine’s 100 Most Influential People in the World  (2005)



What do kids want 
more than 
anything?



Would you believe…?

Why don’t they go to school? 
Why can’t they go to school?  

What’s school like for other kids?
Does someone want to come and 

take my math class? 
(ha ha)

EDUCATION!  
(ie, school?  Classes?  Teachers!!?



A classroom in Zambia







Let’s pretend…
You live in a country in Africa



PS-
Primary
School
Congratulations!  You’ve attended elementary 
school and can probably read, do simple math 

and have some very basic knowledge of 
science and geography.  



SS-
Secondary
School
Congratulations!  You’re one of the 
60% (actually, quite a bit less) of the 
population of kids who has had the 
priviledge of attending secondary 
school.  While conditions were overcrowded, highly competitive, very strict 
and very traditional, your family was able to scrape together the money 
needed to pay for your books, your tuition, your uniform, your transportation 
and to give up the money that you could have been earning if you had been 
out on the streets, working.  
NOTE:  The reality in most countries (Kenya, Tanzania and Zambia) is that 
only a third of you would be standing up.    



PS SS
Congratulations!  You’re one of the very rare 17% of 
girls (or lower) who is able to attend both primary and 
secondary school.  If you are a girl in the class and 
you do not have this symbol on your card, you may

have been to primary school, but not secondary.   
This means chances are you can barely read (if at 
all), barely write your name (if at all) and have very 

few options for earning a living.  

What are the options for girls who have little to no 
education?

Anne Ngendo



??
Unfortunately, you are one of the many children whose parents or family 
is dead, or too poor, or too endebted, or too sick to afford to send you to 
either Primary or Secondary school.  You can not read, write or do basic 

math.  You earn a very meagre living working. 

What kind of life is open to you?  
What kind of jobs can you have?  

What are your dreams, realistically? 





To recap:
85 % of students are able to attend primary school (This 

can be a lot less depending on the country)

60 % of students can attend secondary school
(In Kenya, as well as other countries, this drops to only 

about 24%)

Only 17% of girls in sub-Saharan Africa can attend 
secondary school



Students like 

you…



Name:  Kipkemoi Benedict Rotigh
Location:  Litein, Kenya
Born:  July 12, 1991

I was six months old when my dad passed away.  My mum told me 
he hanged himself on a tree as a result of family poverty and 
frustration.  I am the last born in our family of three girls and two 
boys.  

We passed through a lot of challenges in life and sometimes we 
could sleep without dinner.  I thought this happens to all the families 
until when I realized that we were poor when I was seven years old. 

My mum passed away four months ago because the lungs disease 
and we remained orphans.  I am now forced than before to work 
hard both academically and economically to filled the gap my 
parents left to make better future





What does HYTES do?



What more can be done, by kids like you?

1.Learn about it!  You’ve already done that right now!   Raising awareness is 
the first step to changing a situation

2.Tell others what you have learned here.  

3.Keep learning more!  (www.hytes.org)

4.Appreciate and value the education you are receiving

5.  Are you interested in fundraising?  Creating a club?  We can help you 
with ideas you have, or give you some ideas…



FUNDRAISING IDEAS:
1.Pledge of silence.  Collect pledges for refusing to talk for 
a certain amount of 

time – 24 hours?  

2.Pledge of homework.  Show how much 
you appreciate homework by pledging 
to get it all done for a certain amount of time!  One 

week!  Two weeks?  Increase
the time and increase the pledges!  (A teacher thought 

up this one, can you tell?)

3.Success cards?  See our package…

4.Give up a birthday present, holiday present, etc.

5.  Other ideas?


