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Umbrella Girl Activities
Activity (Ages 9-12)

Do You See What I See?

Have each child put on a pair of dark sunglasses in a dimly lit area of the room. See how well they can
read the following passage from the Umbrella Girl Story:

She couldn’t keep her mind on her schoolwork or her exercises.“Lift your wrist... I’m going home!
Straighten your fingers… I’m going home!” It was all she could think about.

Explain that leprosy affects a person’s sight because their eyelids do not protect their eyes the
way they should. When the children wear these dark glasses, they will get an idea what it is
like when people with leprosy start to lose their sight in stages.

www.leprosy.ca
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Teacher’s Activity Guide

Activity (Ages 5-7)

It’s So Hard to See!

Ask one of the children in the group to put on a pair of dark sun glasses. Give the child a pair of child safe
scissors and a piece of paper with a large shape outlined on the page.Ask the child to cut out the shape.

Explain that when someone has leprosy they may go blind. It is very hard to go to school 
and to do normal chores.

Activity (Ages 7-9)

There’s No Place Like Home!

Have the children write out (or tell their teacher) 5 things they would miss if they were away from 
home at summer camp.Younger children may draw the pictures instead of writing.

Explain that many children who have leprosy are sent away from their families, either to 
stay at a hospital or because their families are afraid of leprosy. 
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“Red, blue, yellow and green; the prettiest umbrellas ever seen; We make them big, we make
them small, for people short, for people tall; and I put tassels on them all!” 

Dear Parent,

A little girl who lives in Thailand wrote the words at the top of the page. She was only 8 years old and she was already a responsible part of the
family team – she put the tassels on the umbrellas her family made.

Then one day, she fumbled with the tassels – she couldn’t seem to get her fingers to work. At first her mother thought her daughter was just
tired, so she asked her to rest. But this little girl’s hands grew stiff and resistant – soon she could hardly hold a pencil.

This little 8-year-old girl had leprosy.

When I tell the story of leprosy, I am rarely surprised at the questions I get asked. Most of us believe that leprosy is an age-old disease, long
cured. But every 2 minutes, someone is diagnosed with the disease.

Leprosy affects the parts of the body furthest from the heart – the hands, feet and face.Without early detection and treatment, leprosy patients
can suffer permanent disabilities and even blindness.

But today, leprosy can be cured!

On average, it only costs about $350 to cure someone with leprosy.Together, we can help cure and care for 1, 5 or even 10 people with leprosy!

Please use the cardboard box for the money your child collects and follow the instructions on the bottom once your collection box is full.

If you would like more information on leprosy or the Umbrella Girl program, please visit us online at www.leprosy.ca or 
call 1-888-LEPROSY (537-7679).

Thank you for your encouragement and support.Your child’s compassionate giving can bring healing so profound, it is truly life-transforming! 

Yours in Gratitude,

Peter Derrick
Executive Director

P.S. Encourage your child to start collecting funds today! 
Their efforts will change someone’s life forever.

www.leprosy.ca

 



75 The Donway West, Suite 1410, North York, ON  M3C 2E9
1-888-537-7679 (1-888-LEPROSY) www.leprosy.ca

Donations over $10 will be issued a tax deductible receipt.

Dear Parents,
Thank you for helping your child to raise money for
children like the Umbrella Girl. If you are raising money
with a group, please follow the instructions given by your
group leader. Otherwise, use this form to submit the
money your child saves. If you have any questions, please
call 1-888-LEPROSY.Thank you.

When you have filled this box up to the top:
• break the box open and count all the money
• write a cheque or purchase a money order 

for the total amount
• complete this form and send it to The Leprosy Mission

Canada at the address below

Name:
Address:
City:
Province: Postal Code:
Telephone Number:

o I would like to continue saving money to cure leprosy patients,
please send another collection box.

o I have enclosed a � cheque � money order 
for the amount of $ ________________________________

o Please debit my     � VISA     � MasterCard     � AMEX
for the amount of $ ________________________________ 
Card Number:
Expiry Date:
Signature:

(       )
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You have helped a child just like me who has leprosy. I was lucky enough to find a doctor early and get the

treatment I needed. But sadly, a lot of kids can’t get to a doctor, or their parents are too afraid to take them there.

With your help, kids and adults just like me can be cured of leprosy! What an amazing gift you have given us!

To help even more, tell your friends and family about leprosy.Tell them that they can cure someone too! 
All they need to do is to go to www.leprosy.ca or call The Leprosy Mission at 1-888-LEPROSY.

And continue to keep us in your prayers.We all know that God will help to give us strength and make us better.

Don’t wait! Tell everyone my story today!

Yours in Thanks,

Mali
The Umbrella Girl

100 Mural Street, Suite 100 
Richmond Hill, ON  L4B 1J3
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Thank You!

Thank You!


